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        The Scheyvillian

  Prepared on behalf of the OTU Association National Committee

OTU Association National Newsletter, No. 2, 2019
Officer Training Unit, Scheyville, NSW 1965-1973

A Newsletter for all Scheyvillians
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Coming Soon
the OTU Scheyville 1965-73 Pictorial Book
A reproduction of the photographs contributed by members to The Scheyville Collection (as viewed on the Website) over the last 55 years. Every one of the 35 classes have provided photos. The book includes a complete list of the Graduates and most of the Directing Staff. Details on Page 18.
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What was the ‘The Gordon Sharp Memorial Prize’ and who was the first recipient?
Details also on Page 18.
NATIONAL COMMITTEE 2018/19:

National Chairman: Frank Miller   03 9561 3630      0401 140 762
 
 millerfw@netspace.net.au
Deputy Chairman: Brian Cooper
    03 9723 1608      0418 373 874

     bctcooper@gmail.com
Treasurer: Ray Elder 

    03 9533 1810      0412 354 170 

      rayelder45@gmail.com
Secretary: Bernie Gleeson
    03 9850 1575
      0414 702 905
           berjulgleeson@bigpond.com

Webmaster Ian Kelly 

   

      0412 215 171

        igkelly45@gmail.com
Membership: Graeme Chester 
    03 5962 5839      0412 165 420

  graeheath1@bigpond.com
Scheyvillian &Memorabilia  

Neil Leckie 
   
    03 5333 1383      0400 573 802 
            nkaleckie@optusnet.com.au
Quartermaster: Peter Don
    03 9882 3786
      0407 295 718

   peterdon@bigpond.net.au

Committee Members: 

Robin Hunt
    

    03 9827 8073
      0429 827 807

     rvmh@clearwood.net.au
Alan Brimelow


    03 9551 9453
      0432 012 732
               alanbrimelow@yahoo.com
Rob Youl




      0407 362 840

         robmyoul@gmail.com

Postal Address: OTU National Committee, 3/49 John Street, Lower Templestowe, VIC, 3107
WEBSITE:  www.otu.asn.au
The Scheyvillian Editor: Neil Leckie: Unit 3 / 519 Peel Street North, Black Hill, Vic, 3350.

THE SCHEYVILLE TAPES – Still Available! A good watch!
The Association received from the late Tony Sonneveld a set of Video Tapes and DVDs on Scheyville that were recorded for the NSW National Parks Service. There were 17 tapes and all, and the interviews carried across a number of tapes. These 17 tapes have been re-recorded onto 10 DVDs with the one interviewee/s on a DVD. 

The Recordings are of:

The First Commandant, Ian Geddes


Max Almond (RSM)

The Sonneveld Brothers John (2/68) & Tony (1/70)
Tim Fischer (3/66)

Vic Lampe (4/69




Gary McKay (2/68)

Turk Ellis (1/70)




Various Interviews at Scheyville

A Windsor Church Parade & Return to Scheyville (2 DVDs)

The DVDs are available from The Editor at $10 each incl P&H – or $60 the set incl P&H!
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OTHER DVDs AVAILABLE

A must for all Reunion 

Co-ordinators or even for Scheyvillians.

National Service Officer and the Don Keyes (4/69) produced 
‘The Scheyville Experience’ $10 incl P&H

Also available from The Editor!
THE SCHEYVILLIAN NEXT EDITION 
Due Out December 2019: It is planned to have Edition 3 of 2019 of The Scheyvillian in early December. Submissions need to be received by 15 November 2019. If you have any contributions: current stories (eg. Reunions, dinners or other get-togethers) or memorabilia stories, please email them to The Editor, The Scheyvillian, at nkaleckie@optusnet.com.au or post to Unit 3 / 519 Peel Street North, Black Hill, Vic, 3350. Preferably photographs should be sent separate to the articles. If you have large file size photos, please send individual photos to nkaleckie@optusnet.com.au or send a disc/USB Stick with multiple photos. Photos are preferred in jpeg format and should named. 

As seen in this and other recent issues, the Scheyvillian is about those who attended Scheyville in one capacity or another. We all have stories to tell! Please keep the stories coming and keep the standard of this publication high!

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS (Graeme Chester 2/67)
As at the 9 Jul 19, a summary of our FY19/20 membership was:
Number of Graduates


1881

Number on Database (Incl DNG/Staff)
2002

Number Financial




325

Widows





    8

Number Life Members



   29

Number Deceased




   
  206

Number Unfinancial (Not Renewed)



1260

Number Unfinancial (Do Not Contact)


174

Totals




1881
2002
362   
1640

Of the names on database 18.1% are financial/honorary/widows.


Of the names on the database 10.3% are deceased.

Of the names on the database 62.9% are unfinancial (not renewed)

Of the names on the database 8.7% are unfinancial (do not contact)

At just a few weeks into the new membership year, the figures above show that we are off to a great start.  Nevertheless, we have a good target to aim for as last year was the best year for many years with 573 financial members; even surpassing the 539 we had at the end FY 17/18.  It is pleasing to see that we are now well above the 550 mark.  Well done to the Class Orderlies who continue to dig new members out of the woodwork for their 50th reunions. 

For all those who have not come on board yet, if you are enjoying participating in the Association’s activities, ie reunions, dinners, luncheons, ANZAC Day etc, please support our efforts to ‘keep the guys together’ by becoming financial.

 If you are uncertain whether or not you are financial, you can check via the website.  Just enter the website and click on Membership Renewal on the Home Page and a statement will appear advising you whether you are financial or not. Should you wish to join, a Membership Renewal form is attached to this newsletter, or you could renew using PayPal via our website.  

Regarding the website, as any of your contact details change, please update your profile.  Simply go into Profile on the Home Page and update your information.    Don’t forget to click on the ‘Update’ button (bottom left of page) to ensure the database is changed.  Keeping our database updated and accurate will greatly assist classes when organising future reunions, particularly as a lot of us are coming up to our 50th.
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If something has happened to change your mind about membership of the OTU Association we would be interested to know.  Just send me an email at graeheath1@bigpond.com and I will remove your details from our membership database.

Right: From the OTU Gallery: Class 2/65
Can anyone name these ‘happy chappies’ who are ‘propping up the bar’? 

There are plenty of photos in the Gallery that need names! Go to www.otu.asn.au  
WEBMASTER’S REPORT (Ian Kelly, 2/67)

There is a lot of information available on the association’s website, and this information continues to grow!
On 2 July 2019 a “newsletter” (by email) was sent out to all “Unfinancial” Members reminding them that payment was due. This email was sent to more than 1100 Members by the OTU Website email system. Note that memberships expired, as planned, for all Financial Members, on 30 June 2019.

Following this, labels were printed containing postal addresses for 108 Unfinancial Members. Our National Membership Officer mailed envelopes containing the reminder letter on 2 July 2019. As indicated in the Membership Report, the response has again been well above expectations.

On 14 June Members were advised that the OTU Website could be accessed via “SmartPhone”. This appears to have worked well for a wide variety of devices and has proved to be very convenient for Members on the move.

Examples of newsletter/emails distributed by the website in the past Financial Year include:

Scheyvillian Distributions (2018 2, 2018 3, 2019 1,) 

National

Vic Ladies/Mixed Lunch





Victoria

OTU Lunch Invitations (13)





Victoria

Geddes Dinner Invitations (3)





Victoria

OTU Membership Reminder





National

ANZAC Day March and Lunch




Victoria

Duntroon Society Annual Dinner Invitations (2)


National

Invitations to Victorian Annual Golf Day, Lord and 


Victoria

Lady Somers Camp Lunch

Advice re various memorial services for deceased members
         Vic/National

Priority tasks for 2019-2020 are to obtain as many valid email addresses as possible for all members by searching Up-to-Date Class Lists and using postal contacts where available.

WEBSITE - REQUEST FOR PHOTOGRAPHS & MEMORABILIA: MORE NEEDED

Please keep the photos and historical paperwork coming! We would still like more from Classes 3/67 & 4/67, 4/68 (not one photo apart from the March In and Graduation photos), 4/69, 2/70, 1/71 & 3/71 and all Nasho classes of 1972. Scheyvillians are encouraged to look at the Website and see what is held and check if you have anything that may compliment what is there. There is a provision for comments to be made on any photograph on the Website. If you have photos, please send them either in ‘jpeg’ scan format or if you do not have scanning capability send the hard copies ‘Registered Post’ to: 

Neil Leckie at: Unit 3 / 519 Peel Street North, Black Hill, Vic, 3350.

We also need March In photographs for Classes 2, 3 & 4/67 and 1/71.

On the memorabilia front, to complete the collection we still need:
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OPD Church Parade Booklet: Class 3/69, Class 4/71 & Class 4/72


RC Church Parade Booklet: all but Class 3/66, Class 3/69, Class 4/71 and Class 2/72, 3/72 & 4/72.

Graduation Parade Brochure: Class 4/70 & Class 3/71

The information in these brochures contains such things as the VIP presenting the Graduation Certificates, which band was playing at the Church and Graduation Parades, the Bandmaster and the RSM, etc.

Right: Another from the OTU Gallery

Graduation of the first OTU Class, 1/65.
Can anyone name these ‘happy chappies’?
WARNING ORDER – UPCOMING EVENT

OTU National Reunion 2020 Frank Miller (4/67), National Chairman, OTU Association.

As publicized in the last Scheyvillian a National Reunion is to be held 16 – 18 October 2020. The event’s timing, location and format had been decided following the response to a questionnaire circulated late last year.
The Windsor/ Hawkesbury area of New South Wales was chosen for the activities involved. An assessment has shown there to be sufficient accommodation and facilities in the vicinity to support the anticipated number of attendees.
The reunion is to comprise two functions – a National Mixed Dinner to be held at the Hawkesbury Race Club on 16 October 2020 and a Picnic BBQ lunch at the Scheyville site on 18 October. 
Saturday 17 October has been set aside for class reunions.
Class Coordinators are asked to consider planning for their 17 October activities. The reunion provides an excellent opportunity to schedule in any National Class gatherings that may have been on the drawing board for around that time of the year.
Costings for each of the functions have yet to be confirmed and will be made available when to hand. 

The National Executive has agreed to a generous subsidy for the reunion as it fits well within the Association’s Constitutional objectives.
The present intention is that an on-line facility be created for bookings and payments through the OTU Website  www.otu.asn.au Further details will be made available through email and on the Website in due course.
RECENT NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Class 4/68 Celebration of 50th Anniversary of Graduation, Canberra 23 - 26 April 2019 Les Boag
With only 36 graduates (27 from the starting 58 in 4/68 and 9 repeats from 3/68) it was always going to be a small reunion to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our graduation on 23 April 1969.  The ravages of time and distance and with six of the survivors being overseas, resulted in only twelve planning to attend.  Unfortunately, in April, five had to withdraw due to health and other family issues that arose, which left seven graduates and six spouses to celebrate the 50th Anniversary.  It was a quality reunion attended by Ken and Helen Patterson, David and Trudy Maiden, John and Anne Taylor, Peter and Margaret Webb, Tony and Irene Seivl, Ian Porrill and Les and Dawn Boag. The highlights were:
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Dinner in the Officers’ Mess at Duntroon House on 23 April 2019. 
Meeting for pre-dinner drinks and a three-course meal in the prestigious old small dining room in Duntroon House was a great way to start the reunion.  During the evening we went through and updated on all the graduates and some who we thought should have graduated and what we know about them then and now. We made a special toast to Peter Commerford (commanded a 7RAR platoon in SVN for a year) who has Huntington’s Disease and is now bed ridden and unable to talk, and to his wife Carolyn who is caring for him.

Above: Meet and Greet dinner L to R:  Ken Patterson, Trudy Maiden, Les Boag, Dawn Boag, John Taylor (sitting back), Ian Porrill, Margaret Webb, Peter Webb, Irene Seivl, Tony Seivl, Helen Patterson, David maiden and Anne Taylor.  

Tour of New Parliament House and lunch in Old Parliament House on 24 April 2019.  
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We had a very interesting guided tour of the New Parliament House and learnt lots about the history of both houses of Parliament and the great building.  We then went down to the Old Parliament House and there we caught up with Senator MAJ GEN (Rtd) Jim Molan over coffee and we stayed there for lunch. Jim Molan reminisced about addressing the OTU Association at the big National Reunion Dinner for ANZAC Day 2013.  

Meeting Jim Molan L to R:  Peter Webb, Les Boag, Jim Molan, Tony Seivl and David Maiden

Tour of the Australian War Memorial (AWM) and the Last Post Ceremony on 24 April 2019.   
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It was a surprise to find that our assigned voluntary Tour Guide at the AWM was Ken Jorgensen, who had been a CAPT Instructor and Company Commander of B Company during our time at OTU Scheyville. We appreciated Ken’s tour but could not stop ourselves from doing an assessment of his guiding skills. Fortunately, Ken got a pass from enough of us to be graded a good voluntary guide and graduate from our tour.  We then had the honour of laying two wreaths at the Last Post Ceremony.   Being the day before ANZAC Day there was a very big crowd at the ceremony.  Peter Webb laid a wreath for 4/68 50th Anniversary of Graduation and Paul Beerworth (1/71) laid a wreath for the OTU Scheyville Association, ACT Chapter.  Following the Last Post Ceremony we had a dinner at Mercure Hotel (previously Olims Hotel and prior to that Ainslie Rex) with the 4/68 group and a some ACT chaps.  

AWM Tour L to R:  Ian Porrill, Les Boag, David Maiden, Ken Jorgensen, Peter Webb, Ken Patterson, John Taylor & Tony Seivl in front of the Tobruk painting. 
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Laying wreaths at the AWM Last Post ceremony: Les Boag, Peter Webb & Paul Beerworth 1/71
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ANZAC DAY March on 25 April 2019.  For the first time OTU Scheyville had a contingent in the ANZAC Day March in our Capital. The RSL March organisers gave us the honour of being the lead contingent in the march, behind the officials, to recognise the 50th Anniversary of the Graduation of Class 4/68 and the first time that a contingent of OTU Scheyville had joined the march. The reviewing officer was Governor General, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd), who gave the address at our National OTU Scheyville reunion dinner at Rosehill Racecourse in 2003.  To recognise the 50th Anniversary the 4/68 graduates were up the front of the OTU contingent.    

ANZAC Day lunch.  
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After the march 26 OTU graduates and spouses met for lunch at the Southern Cross Yacht Club at Lotus Bay, Yarralumla. The club provided a free drink and lunch for the graduates and gave us exclusive use of the balcony with great views of Lake Burley Griffin and the surrounding parks and in the distance the city. It was a very pleasant way to spend an afternoon and for the 4/68 graduates and spouses to meet and get to know some fellow graduates and spouses from other classes now living in the Canberra region.  

Lunch After ANZAC Day March:  Gerg Todd 2/72, Vija Todd, Peter Webb, Margaret Webb, Ian Porrill, Les Boag, Dawn Boag, John Taylor, Irene Seivl, Tony Seivl & Ken Patterson 
Tour of RMC Duntroon and OTU history there on 26 April 2019.  
[image: image16.jpg][ e
&

Ao EWei, ] | 0 PRESENTED € s
e =




One of our junior class, John Britton (1/69), joined us for a three-hour guided tour of RMC Duntroon.  Our guide was LT COL (Rtd) John Bullen who is a RMC graduate after starting in the National Service of the 50’s. John’s knowledge, enthusiasm and agile energy was most impressive. Also, very impressive is the extent to which OTU Scheyville has been included into RMC in history, traditions and current events.  The Rolls of Honour of those killed in wars, that overlooks the parade ground and is saluted by ever cadet that passes it, has a special panel for OTU with the names of the eight graduates killed in SVN. Their photos and details of their service are in the Cadets Mess Ante Room with all the RMC and Portsea graduates “Killed in Action”.
Holding the framed OTU Flag in the Army Museum Duntroon: John Britton 1/69, Ian Porrill, Les Boag & Ken Patterson (Dawn Boag and Helen Patterson examining something in the background)

Final Dinner on 26 April 2019.  The reunion wrapped up with a dinner at Pho Phu Quoc Vietnamese restaurant in Dickson. Great food at a very reasonable price and a nice relaxed way to end a very enjoyable reunion. Lots of stories (lies) were told and despite the small number it was good to catch up and enable spouses to get to know each other. The instant relaxed rapport the wives established was a reflection of the common attributes, values, trust and respect shared by the graduates.    

‘I Can and I Will’ Neil Leckie (3/68)
Across the bottom of the flag shown in the previous article were seven small plaques. 

The Geddes flag has been at the then RMC Museum since before 2006[image: image17.jpg]LN
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. The six smaller plaques contained the names of graduates while the centre plaque read: 

The Original Flag

Presented by

I A Geddes Comdt 1965 – 67

‘I Can and I Will’

The six plaques included the words ‘I Can and I Will’ above the name of the recipient:

Sgt T J Gygar 2/67 


OCdt D M Moon 3/68

Cpl R Terry 4/67

 
P W Burton Oct 68

OCdt N D Francis 1/68 

Sgt K J Patterson /69

Sgt T J Gygar was with Class 3/67

Cpl R Terry is actually Cpl Paul Terry     

PW Burton was actually PE Burton 2/68
Sgt KJ Patterson was 4/68 (graduated in 1969).

Of the six recipients:

Dale Moon (3/68) and Paul Terry (4/67) both died 1993
Phil Burton 2/68) died     

No details are available for Nick Francis (1/68) – maybe a classmate will know!    

Ken Patterson was at the reunion but did not recall receiving the award. (Ken finished top of his class). It is assumed that the /69 was placed beside Ken’s name as his Class 4/68 graduated in 1969.

Around the same time as the 4/68 Reunion Ian Kelly (2/67) visited the museum with friends and also noted the flag and the small plaques. Coincidentally Sue Burton, the former wife of Phil Burton, was in the Kelly group. Sue Burton said: “Phil told me he'd won the ‘Commandant's Award for the Most Determined Cadet’.”
Terry Gygar said: I remember it, but it was just a recognition, nothing physical went with it. When I got the award, it was called the ‘Commandant's Award for the Cadet showing the most determination to graduate.’ As I recall, I was the first recipient. I had a number of injuries during the course but resisted being 'back squadded' and eventually graduated 12th. I presume that is why I got it, I recall having a fierce determination not to let anything stop me from finishing and passing the course. 
PS: They got the plaque wrong - I was 3/67

In Class 3/66 Tim Fischer was awarded ‘The Most Improved Cadet’. It would appear that the name was changed to ‘The Most Determined Cadet’ for 1967 and 1968. Unfortunately, the award was not carried on after 1968. The award then was only presented from Class 3/67 to Class 4/68.

The question is, does anyone know when the flag was presented to the RMC Museum? There does not appear to be any write-up in past Scheyvillians of such a presentation.
Class 2/66 ’53 Years of Soldiering’ Reunion, Sydney 5 – 7 May 2019 Peter Vincent  

In May the 2/66 graduating class held a long overdue reunion celebrating 53 years to the day since their March-In and warm welcome to OTU Scheyville. It took the convenor, Peter Vincent, over 7 months and considerable detective work to finally locate 28 grads, some of whom were not on the Association Register, and convince them that a reunion dinner in Sydney was something they should attend. Mind you, there were a few from the west that needed no encouragement.

The festivities commenced with an informal gathering for drinks and dinner at the Crown Hotel in Elizabeth St, Sydney on Sunday evening 5 May. Here the ice was broken as many of us had not seen each other in over 50 years.
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The next morning, Monday 6 May, a couple of rented self-driven mini-busses were acquired, loaded, and 16 of us (including a few wives) set out for Scheyville. We met up there with several Sydney based members and their wives who drove themselves, making a total of some 20. It was a lovely day, warm and sunny, arriving there around 1030. The morning was spent with individual groups wandering around, mostly in quiet reflection, a few war stories, a few recollections. For many it was their first visit since graduation. Around 1200 we all retired for a very enjoyable lunch at the Windsor RSL, returning to our city hotels around 1600.
L to R: Pat Harrington, Peter Vincent, Geoff Bennett, Geoff Holland, Ken Mathers, John Gray, Bob Wood, Ken Jones, Dave Ward, Frank Shellabear, Michael Darby, Derek Ladyman, Tom Geczy, John Howe.
Thirty-two attended the dinner that evening at Cellos Grand Dining Room in the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel. It was agreed that the venue was very appropriate for the occasion, very formal and of a high class, befitting retired Officers of Her Majesties Armed Services.

The guest speaker for the evening was Tony Larnach-Jones OAM (DS 65-67), who provided a wonderful insight into the somewhat intimate personalities of some of his colleagues at the time, quote:

“OTU Scheyville was an effective development institution. Its success was largely due to the initial planning and fearless implementation by two men, Ian Geddes and L.G. Clarke. The quality of the Cadets was very much part of it.”

“It is amazing how my opinion of him (sic. Algy) changed after being with him at Scheyville. He remained a bully when he could get away with it but an excellent instructional coordinator and motivator.”

“The Commandant Ian Geddes knew how to run with the ball. He was promoted to COL and told to create an officer factory to man the expanded Army. He demanded and got what he wanted.”
It was a very pleasant evening that passed with ballistic speed, especially for those with a thirst. There was no port to be passed, however appropriate toasts were made, one of note being by one rather eloquent and silver-tongued Michael Darby to the Ladies in attendance
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.

L to R: Bob Wood, Dave Ward, Peter Weingott, Peter Vincent, Ken Mathers, Derek Ladyman, Ian Dawson, Dennis Rutherford, Greg Arendsen, John Howe (rear), Geoff Holland, Tom Geczy, Peter Thomas, John Gray, Geoff Bennett, Ken Jones.                                                                                                                AWOL (or hidden) Frank Shellabear, Michael Darby, Jim Slavin & Pat Harrington, Tony Larnach-Jones

[image: image20.jpg]


UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Opening 8 August 2019: ‘DANGER CLOSE is a dramatic, visceral, action centered feature film based on a true story of young, untested boys under fire and how one man, their uncompromising Company Commander, learns to accept and embrace their brotherhood to finally discover who he is, and what he and his men are really capable of as they fight for their survival against an enemy force 25 times their size. In the strange, contradictory and brutal truth of war, mankind can still be capable of grace and ultimately… love.’ 
Despite some ‘Hollywood’ scenes to suit the international appeal of a film on the Battle of Long Tan, Bill ‘Yank’ Akell, the D Company 6 RAR Admin Company ‘Sig’, who had spoken with the writers, directors and the actor (Toby Blome) who plays his part, believes that overall the film is ‘well worth watching’!

   Above: Toby Blome with ‘Yank’ Akell
Class 3/72 Reunion 16 – 19 September 2019, Sunshine Coast Queensland Evan Williams
Planning for the class reunion in Queensland is well underway with a number of social activities arranged including Dinner at the Maroochydore RSL for members and their partners. 

There has been a very positive response from members, but we are still hoping to receive responses from the following class members – Andy Hodgkinson, Peter Richardson, Geoff Jackson, Mark Kovalesky, Robert Forsyth, Peter Marx and Ian Thompson. If any graduates of 3/72 know the contact details for any of the missing listed above please pass this details onto the organising committee

Accommodation is at the Novotel Twin Waters Resort and will provide a great location for members and their families to renew old friendships and enjoy great fellowship

For more information please contact the organising committee at email 3of72reunion2019@gmail.com or mobile 0407 382 677. Full details are on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/3of72Scheyville

Class 3/69 50th Reunion 16 – 18 September 2019, Canberra Brian Cooper
The Sensational 17th Intake, 3/69, will hold its 50th Reunion in Canberra over the period 16 – 18 September. So far there are 56 graduates and partners attending three days of memorable activities.

Staying at The Mercure the program is:

16 Sep- Welcome Function with lots of hugs and lies

17 Sep- Tour of Parliament House and in the afternoon visit Duntroon; Chapel, Museum, 

Cadets’ Mess and then drinks and briefing  at the Officers’ Mess

18 Sep- Guided tour of Australian War Memorial, Last Post ceremony where we lay wreaths and t

then our dinner with Dr Brendan Nelson, AO as our Guest of Honour.

For the ladies (and gunners) Floriade is also on that week!

Please contact Brian Cooper on 0418373874 or bctcooper@gmail.com for more details.

Class 2/69 Annual Reunion 17 – 21 October 2019, Launceston Mick Hart
2/69 is holding its Annual Reunion, this time being the “50th Anniversary of Graduation” from Scheyville. The reunion will be held in Launceston from Friday 18 October to and including Sunday 20 October, with most arriving on Thursday 17 October and departing on Monday 21 October.

More than 40 (including partners) have registered to attend so far!

Enquiries preferably through Mel Griffin (Mick Hart’s secretary) on mgriffin@clearyhoare.com.au 

or through Mick on mhart@clearyhoare.com.au.

Class 4/69 50th Anniversary of Graduation Reunion 14 - 17 October 2019, Kevin Dixon
To commemorate 50 years since their arrival at Scheyville on 17 October 1969, Class 4/69 have scheduled their reunion for 14, 15, 16 and 17 October 2019. The main event, a lunch at Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron has been booked for Tuesday 15 October 2019.
14 October (Monday) Travel to Sydney, Optional ad hoc casual dinner to be offered (Kirribilli Club)

15 October (Tuesday) Main Event lunch at The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 12 noon to 4 pm 
16 October (Wednesday) Visit to OTU, now The Scheyville National Park HQ coach or car by 

10.30 am. Lunch at the Windsor Golf Club Bistro at 1 pm

17 October (Thursday) Sydney Harbour morning sightseeing cruise. Return home at leisure

This commemorates 4/69 arrival at OTU Scheyville, so others to whom it is relevant including those who arrived with us but left early or graduated later, or those who started earlier and graduated with us are most welcome to contact us. 

Please contact Kevin Dixon – kevin.dixon@iinet.net.au or mobile 0427 469 860, 

or Peter Krauklis – petercol3@gmail.com or mobile 0427 955 944. 

Class 1/70 50th Anniversary of Graduation Reunion, Canberra, 23 – 25 April 2020, Bill Moss
Class 1/70 will hold its 50th Anniversary Reunion in Canberra 23 - 25 April 2020.  As part of this reunion, the Australian War Memorial has confirmed that it will hold a Last Post Ceremony (LPC) on the evening of Friday 24 April to honour our Class member 2Lt Ian George Mathers, who was killed in action in Vietnam on 7 June 1971.  Ian was the last Scheyville graduate to die in the conflict.

An invitation to attend the LPC is extended to all OTU Association members, especially to those former RAA comrades who served with or knew Ian.  If you are aware of anyone who served with Ian or knew him through other connections but is not an OTU Association member, please extend this invitation to them. For further information, please contact Reunion coordinator Bill Moss
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billmoss19@bigpond.com or 0438 601 761.

From ‘The Scheyvillian 1 of 2019’:

‘Right: Some of Class 1/70 on their way to be ‘trained jungle killers!’
(A Bob Sande photo) Military Decathlon 11 Apr 1970 From Bob Sande: Left to right:
John Brady 2 Pl to RAE
Wolfgang Iwanowitsch 3 Pl (DNG)

John Parker 3 Pl RASigs

David Tomkins 3 Pl RASigs
David Harley 3 PL Graduated 2/70 
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2019 Contact the State Branch of VVAA
Adelaide
State Secretary: Paul Coppock OAM 0431 034 024 or 0413 514 348
Brisbane
State President: Peter Hindle 0400 032 786 or president@vvaaqueensland.asn.au  
Canberra
Branch Vice President: Peter Ryan 02 6257 0687
Hobart
State Secretary: Malcolm Cash 0408 763 138

Melbourne
State Secretary: George Skell 0410 275 651 secretary@vvaavic.org.au
Perth

State Sedcretary: Veronica Rossiter 0413 271 276 secretary@vvaawa.org.au
Sydney
State Secretary: Pam Forsdike OAM 02 9673 1818 or 0400 135 710
ANZAC DAY 2019:
ACT Chapter - OTU Scheyville first ANZAC March in Canberra! 2019 was the first occasion an OTU Scheyville contingent particpated in the ANZAC Day March in the National March in Canberra. The RSL organisers placed us as the lead contingent behind the RSL officials leading the march, in recognition of it being the 50th Anniversary of the graduation of the Class of 4/68 and the first time that OTU had a contingent in the march. The reviewing officer was Governor General, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd). Les Boag lead the contingent and Paul Beerworth and Greg Todd carried the OTU flag which had been kindly provided by Frank Miller our Association National Chairman and was successfully used as our marching banner.  
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The OTU graduates that marched were Les Boag, Ken Patterson, Ian Porrill, Tony Seivl, John Taylor and Peter Webb, (all 4/68), 
John Tracey 4/66, Mick Buick 1/67, Brian Curren 1/68, Andrew McWilliam 2/68, John Britton and Ken Finlay (both 1/69), Bill Watson 2/69, Bruce Selleck 
and Jeff Wilkinson (both 2/70) 
Wayne Jackson 4/70, Paul Beerworth, Colin Hill and Will van Weerdenberg (all 1/71) and Greg Todd 2/72 (apologies if anyone else joined that was not noted). 

After the March there was a very pleasant lunch at the Southern Cross Yacht Club at Lotus Bay Yarralumla which was attended by 26 graduates and their spouses.  The Club had kindly reserved the covered balcony looking out over lake Burley Griffin for OTU and provided a free drink and lunch for all veterans.  It was a great relaxed afternoon with lots of socialising. 
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New South Wales Dick Adams (3/72), photo Andrew Frazer (2/70) The NSW contingent of 24, down nine regulars who were either travelling or could not make it, rallied for the 2019 Sydney ANZAC Day March. A fine day, coupled with record crowds on the new route down Elizabeth Street, made it a great experience for all the fellows. Once again, we were able to pull a ‘swifty’ and ‘right wheel’ at Liverpool Street, instead of ‘turning left’. This allowed us to ‘fall out’ much closer to the NSW Masonic Club where 38 of attended our usual ANZAC Day Luncheon and following service. A good lunch and comradeship
was had by all. You will note that there were 24 marchers, but only 22 in the photograph. Unfortunately, a couple of 70-year-old bladders had to duck off prior to the march and pic.
Queensland Geoff Daly (4/69)
ANZAC Day saw about 20 stalwarts complete the long march, with one lazy member riding in a golf buggy. After the parade we lunched at the “Pig’n’Whistle”, which was very acceptable. It has now become our normal monthly watering hole and they are looking after us very well, with our own dedicated waitress, Diane, making sure that everything is “tickettyboo”. The number attending these lunches varies widely, but is normally between 8 and 12, with the Christmas lunch drawing anything up to 50. 

Victoria Frank Miller (4/67)
In slightly cool, but dry, weather forty Scheyvillians marched in this year’s Melbourne ANZAC Day parade. The contingent was led by Terry Walsh (3/69) with brothers Colin and Warwick Walker (3/70 and 1/71 respectively) carrying the banner. Step off was at 0915 hours – a good hour earlier than last year.

We looked a treat and were able to keep in step with great finesse thanks to ‘squad marshal’ Robin Hunt (3/69). For reasons unknown there was no band within earshot.
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On falling out past the Shrine of Remembrance, people caught a tram to the city and the RACV Club. We were joined there by the ladies in the front coffee section then headed to the Carbine Bar for a finger food luncheon. This was the second year at the venue and it again proved an outstanding success. It was a fine session of fellowship and much reminiscing over the “Scheyville Experience”.
We are grateful to Brian Cooper for all he did in organising this excellent function.
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South Australia Gary Vial (3/69)
The ANZAC Day March contingent was up on last year, despite numerous ‘grey nomad’ apologies.
The drinks, which turned into lunch afterwards, was also well attended with three ‘brides’ joining us.

Tasmania Ross Robbins (2/69)
Again, due to small numbers and dispersal of members throughout the state, the Tas chapter did not march as a group with members making their own arrangements for their tribute.

Launceston: Rosco Robbins (2/69) met Dan Huon (1/67) at this year’s Launceston ANZAC Day Service. They had not met before and it was only be spying Dan’s OTU badge as he marched past that Rosco feel inclined to approach him later. Rosco wrote that ‘He was a most interesting bloke to converse with.’ Dan holds a PhD in history and consequently should be a great source of material if not assistance. Dan sent scans of some OTU papers to Rosco that for Rosco made interesting reading. The papers include:

Welcome to 2 RTB letter; The pamphlet to entice you to become a National Service Officer; The Rating Scale of the 13 attributes for a junior officer (scales 1 to 5); and Responsibilities of a Junior Officer’

It is amazing what we have stashed away!
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STATE ACTIVITIES: 

ACT Chapter Les Boag (4/68)
The monthly Scheyvillian Lunches continue to be held at the Royal Canberra Golf Club and draws a good attendance of around ten attendees.
RMC Graduation 
The Officer Training Unit Scheyville Prize was awarded at the RMC Graduation Awards Ceremony on 24 June 2019, prior to the Graduation Parade the next day. The prize is awarded to the graduate who has shown the greatest improvement in Leadership Qualities in the Course. The prized was presented by Lieutenant Colonel (Rtd) Les Boag to Corporal Jared-James Altmann who graduated to Royal Australian Corps of Transport. 
NSW Chapter Gary McKay (2/68)
Queensland Chapter Geoff Daly (4/69)
The “Annual Black-Tie Dinner” was held on 30 March and was well attended with 38 participants, resplendent in their stepping out gear. The evening was made all the more memorable due to the fact that we imported a heavyweight guest speaker, namely Gary McKay MC, renowned raconteur, military historian, tour guide and head banana of the NSW chapter, along with his lovely bride, Margot, to keep him in line. Our deep thanks and appreciation go out to Melanie (Mick Hart’s PA) without whom nothing would happen.  

Our adopted charity is Vitae which identifies kids at risk and “takes them bush” to learn moderate survival skills leading to increased self-esteem. This experience is bolstered with mentoring by trained and “blue card” mentors over the ensuing 12 months. The chapter currently has a modest fund of which $2,000 is set aside for Vitae.

South Australian Chapter Gary Vial (3/69)

Lunches are advised via the State email group. While numbers are low at some of these gatherings, the camaraderie is definitely high!
Tasmanian Chapter Ian Howard (1/69)
Until recently the ‘Tassie’ Chapter was holding quarterly lunches, however, for a number of reasons that has been cut back to three a year. The last activity of any significance was the Launceston ANZAC Day 

As reported in the Ross Robbins article.

The next luncheon is 23 August at the Bellerive Yacht Club in Hobart. Scheyvillians visiting to the ‘Apple Isle’ at that time are encouraged to join us for the lunch. The next lunch is in November.
Contact Ian Howard howards_aust@bigpond.co or Ray Williams (2/71) adaptbm@bigpond.net.au 

Victorian Chapter 


Monthly Lunches Brian Cooper, (3/69)
The Victorian Monthly lunches held on the second Wednesday of each month at the RACV Club, Melbourne continue to be popular with attendance usually around 18- 20 good fellows enjoying good food, wine and great company. We have added to our number over recent times with newcomers 

Gus White (1/72), Clive Badelow (4/69), Michael Yates (1/71), Leigh Collins (1/70) and Collin Johnston (2/70) all being welcomed to the table. We enjoy great service and excellent value as we are usually able to use one of our members’ ‘Club Discount’ to keep the costs at very attractive levels.
Annual Mixed Lunch

This year we moved the Members and Ladies lunch to June and this was held in a delightful private dining room again at the RACV Club. 17 couples enjoyed a splendid lunch with excellent service and were treated to a dessert menu that rivalled the Final of Masterchef. We were pleased to welcome Richard and Virginia Grove (3/71) to their first outing with our group. Gus and Margaret White (1/72), David and Betti Maddison (4/67), Bill and Beverley Turner (2/68), Brock and Jo Thompson (3/67) and Neil and Kaye Leckie (3/68) also joined ‘the faithful’ for this most enjoyable function. This is likely to be continued each year in June as it was given a ‘thumbs up’ by all who attended and enjoyed the lunch.

Warning Order – 2019 Annual Victorian Golf Day                                                                                           

The fourteenth annual Golf Day is scheduled for Sunday 17th November 2019  at Churchill Waverley Golf Club, Rowville Course, 82 Bergins Road, Rowville (the same course as usual). 

Meet at noon for a sandwich luncheon with 12.30 pm hit off. 

Competition of the day is Ambrose with prize giving and fellowship after the game in the main clubhouse 

Cost: $50.00 per head. Carts may be hired from the ‘Pro Shop’. Scheyvillians, partners/wives, family and friends are invited. You will be made most welcome. For further enquiries contact: Frank Miller (4/67) millerfw@netspace.net.au or 0401 140 762. It would be great to see you there. 

Western Australian Chapter David Ward (2/66)

VALE
[image: image27.jpg]



Michael Charles ‘Mick’ Reynolds was born on 11 December 1945. Mick entered the Army as a National Serviceman with Class 3/66, graduating on 23 December 1966. He was allocated to AAAvn but was posted to 2 RTB with the RAAC while he awaited flying training at Point Cook. On completion of that training he was posted to 171 Air Cavalry Flight.  

Mick died from a heart attack on 6 May 2019 at Landsborough, Queensland. He was the much-loved husband of Sharon and partner of Anne. Adored father and father-in-law of Nicole, Claire and Darrin, Sarah, Lauren and Tom. Dearly loved and missed Pop of Harry, Will, Kate, Charlie, Meg, Charlotte, Michael, Edward, James, Hamish, Ollie and Immy. Mick was privately cremated in accordance with his wishes. A Memorial Service in celebration of Mick’s life was held in Buderim on Friday 17 May, 
Air Mail The digital newsletter of the Australian Army Aviation Association Volume 1 Number 3   June 2019 via Bill Mellor President, Australian Army Aviation Association, Inc.
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As daughter Nicole pointed out during the memorial
 service, Mick
knew something about everything. Fortunately for the Army Aviation community he chose to focus his impressive intellect on the business of flying. This was not the result of a boyhood enthusiasm to slip the surly bonds, rather it was the outcome of an unusual decision matched to a chance encounter. Michael Reynolds was born in 1945, the son of Ron and Bev Reynolds, in New Norfolk, Tasmania, and matriculated from St Vergil’s College Hobart. Following school, he joined the Commonwealth Bank before making the first of a number of decisions that would change his life dramatically: in 1966 he volunteered for National Service. It didn’t take the Army long to recognise his leadership potential and in short order he found himself at the Officer Training Unit at Scheyville.

There he met one Hector Munro Matheson, better known as
 ‘Tub’, a Commercial Pilot who had joined the Army as an Aviation Cadet. Tub and Mick struck up a friendship that was to last a lifetime and Tub set about convincing Mick that flying in the Army was a much better option than walking.
Thankfully for
the future of Army Aviation he was successful and when Mick graduated from OTU

He was soon ‘panelled’ on Course 65 at No. 1 Basic Flying
Training School, Point Cook.
Success on
This course led to Amberley and 13/68 Rotary Wing Course and Mick was awarded his wings in
August 1968. Over the next 13 years
Mick’s
gifted piloting
along with his
unique
but considered
style saw him instruct, mentor and develop a range
of Army Aviation pilots who
all benefitted greatly from his approach. Less than two years after gaining
his wings Mick was off to the
US on an Instructor Course.

He served in 161 (Independent) Reconnaissance Flight in South Vietnam as the Rotary Wing Section Commander from 23 June to 23 December 1971 and played a key role in introducing the Kiowa into the unit. On return to Australia he was a foundation member of the School of Army Aviation, instructing on Sioux and Kiowa at Amberley and Oakey. Mick was an exceptional instructor. He had the ability to put his students at ease no matter how nervous, and an innate ability to
bring out the best in those he instructed. 

Everyone had a Mick Reynolds story. There
was the student who had responded at a quiz
by proudly
naming every component of the swash plate control system
and provided a
 plausible explanation
of
Hookes Joint Effect, to which Mick responded, ‘You know,
if you think too much
about how a helicopter works you will only get depressed’. On another occasion, having completed the 25-hour test in the Kiowa, the student was on final when Mick noticed the rest of the course lined up
outside
the students’ Crew Room watching the arrival. ‘I’ll show ‘em’ Mick said , immediately taking control of the aircraft and, with gross manipulation
of the pedals, cyclic and collective, conducted the worst ever approach to landing, with the student frantically waving his hands in the cockpit to indicate it was not him flying!

After a
stint in
staff positions in Tasmania, Mick returned to flying, taking
command of 162 Recce Squadron in Townsville. This
 was followed
by a posting back to the School of Army Aviation for two years as the Senior Instructor, Flying
Training Wing.
In 1981Mick resigned
from the Regular Army, partnering with Lang Kidby in a marine construction business. Between 1988 and 1995 a combination of
Army Reserve
full-time duty and regular service saw Mick once again in uniform to instruct, mentor and develop a new cohort of Army
Aviators, this time to include fixed-wing pilots. It was during this period that Mick convinced the Director, Colonel Peter Simpson, that the Army should contribute to a commemorative flight  from England to Australia in a replica
Vickers Vimy by providing an Army
Nomad as the support
team aircraft. With Brigadier Rod Earle of Army
Office’ help and some consorting with the RAAF approval was given and the Nomad
 was on its way to England in
a RAAF C130. Reassembled in the UK, Mick and Captain Gary Tierney, accompanied by Cpl Bob Shaw, shadowed the Vickers Vimy all the way back to Australia. When the 
Nomad landed at Oakey it was the last flight of a Nomad N22/N24 in support of the ADF. 

Mick Reynolds left the Army for the final time on 31of January 1996, closing the book on a career that had started nearly 30 years earlier. A supreme pilot and instructor, Mick’s legacy is the numerous pilots and soldiers he instructed, commanded, mentored and developed, challenging them always to find out ‘why’ and ‘how’, never to accept ‘just because’.

From the ‘Professional Pilots Rumour Network’ 
Old Rotor Head: Sadly I am reporting the passing of a real gentleman, a true "character" in his own right, and a very fine and talented aviator. Mick had for several years been battling ill health which he did with strength and a very stoic attitude. Major Reynolds was a retired Australian Army Aviator and a very talented helicopter and fixed wing pilot and instructor as well as a noted Vietnam Veteran. He was responsible for training and mentoring many military and civilian pilots including me (military, I am the same age as him) and I am really glad and proud that he has been a friend, colleague and mentor of mine for over 48 years. RIP mate.
Same Again: Sad news. I knew Mick in the Army and he was also Chief Pilot of the Capricorn Rescue Helicopter Service in Rockhampton back in 2000. He was a great raconteur and impressed me with his stories of flying an AAAvn Pilatus Porter from UK to Australia in support of the re-enactment of 1919 Vickers Vimy flight. RIP Sir.
Bell Thorpe: Some of my favourite flying hours were spent over the coast at Bribie in a Kiowa with Mick, doing "unusual attitudes". Flying along the beach at 100 feet he says "I have control. Close your eyes. Open your eyes. You have control". The waves were getting bigger, and I had but seconds to recover. Certainly focussed the mind! Some of my other favourite times were drinking beer with our respective partners at the Landsborough Pub. A great guy, a wonderful raconteur, and I'll miss him.
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David Vernon Zach (1/70) Bill Moss (1/70)

David was born in Sydney on 15 April 1947 and completed his secondary education at Melbourne High School, Victoria. Before entering the Army as a National Serviceman, he was employed as an Accounts Clerk by Australian Consolidated Industries (ACI) Limited.  David graduated from OTU on 15 July 1970 as a member of Class 1/70 and was allocated to the Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps and posted to the 2nd Recruit Training Battalion.

After discharge from the Army David worked in Cost and Management Accountant positions with manufacturing companies involved mainly in building products. For the last 12 years of his working life he was Administration Manager for a ceramic tile manufacturer. Unfortunately, health problems forced him out of the workforce in 2001. In that year, David was fortunate enough to receive a heart transplant having previously been given a life expectancy of approximately two years. After recovering from the operation, he was intent on taking every day as it came and enjoying life to the fullest. In 2010 David observed to 1/70 classmates that “we are here for a good time not a long time”.

David listed his personal interests as family (wife, three sons, three grandsons and one granddaughter in 2010) especially enjoying the grandkids, playing golf and lawn bowls, and taking an interest in sport generally. David passed away on 4 September 2018.

FEATURES:

Coming Soon: The OTU Scheyville 1965-73 Pictorial Book
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Peter Whitelaw (3/66) has put together a “coffee table” book that reproduces photographs contributed by association members over the last 54 years. 
There are photos from each of the 35 classes included. The book includes a complete list of the Graduates and most of the Directing Staff. 
There are approximately 800 images on over 200 pages in an A4 coffee-table soft-cover format. 
To reserve your copy, go to the OTU Shop at  www.otu.asn.au/shop/ The cost is $44 plus postage $15.
The Gordon Sharp memorial Award Peter Thomas (2/66)

Peter was the first recipient of The Gordon Sharp Memorial prize, a prize established by OTU to honour the first Scheyville graduate to lose his life in battle.  It was awarded at the 2/66 Graduation Parade on 29 September 1966, which was about six weeks after Gordon lost his life in the Battle of Long Tan.  Gordon’s father presented Peter with the award and Gordon’s mother was also present…it would have been about nine months after Gordon had graduated.
Peter reports: ‘The prize took the form of a rectangular, silver, cigarette box, on which was mounted the OTU badge.  For more than fifty years now, it has sat proudly on my mantel piece, getting the occasional clean, being, occasionally, the centre of attention and, rarely, if ever, being used for its intended purpose.

‘About two years ago, I visited the Australian War Memorial in Canberra and spent time viewing the Vietnam War segments of the displays – the Battle of Long Tan features prominently as does Gordon Sharp. It occurred to my wife that the proper home of my Gordon Sharp prize was the War Memorial and it did not take long for me to agree. I spoke with the curators shortly after and was told (very nicely) that few items that people wanted to donate were accepted. However, they asked that I send photos and a brief story of the prize – what it was for, why was I chosen to receive it etc. Shortly after I was contacted and asked to bring the silver cigarette box to Canberra for assessment. Although I went to Canberra from time to time for work purposes, it was only late last month that I finally made it to the AWM with a freshly cleaned Gordon Sharp Memorial prize in hand. My wife and I spent about 45 minutes with the assessors and they were clearly pleased to receive my donation.
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‘So, the first awarded Gordon Sharp Memorial prize is now the property of the AWM and, as such, is part of the National Estate. I was proud and humbled to receive the award – I am prouder that it now resides as part of the collection honouring Gordon Sharp, and, by extension, other graduates of OTU who lost their lives in battle.’  

Peter Robert Thomas, a Victorian by birth, was born on 11 March 1945. After a short deferment Peter commenced his Nasho and was selected for Officer Training with Class 2/66. On graduation he was allocated to RAAOC. After some time at 2BOD in Moorebank, Sydney, he undertook Corps Training at Bandiana, Victoria, in early 1967. In February he was posted to the 2BOD Detachment at Singleton and in June became Adjutant/QM of the detachment. Peter stayed in that posting until discharging at the end of his Nasho.
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The Tim Fischer Gallery Peter Whitelaw (3/66)

Last week I mentioned to Tim that I was spending a few days at Wahgunyah/Corowa on the Murray River. Tim suggested I visit the Tim Fischer Gallery at the Greens Gunyah Museum at Lockhart NSW (about 90 minutes north). I did that yesterday and met one of the committee members, John Alexander. I had the forethought to bring with me an OTU badge, the one-page history of OTU and a Class 3/66 photo from July 1966 showing Tim (and me).They were very grateful. 
Tim Fischer AC (3/66) was honoured on the 2 May 2019 (the day before his 73rd birthday) with the opening of the Tim Fischer Gallery in the town of Lockhart, NSW. Tim was born at Lockhart, just 25km from his childhood home and farm at Boree Creek. Lockhart is 64km from Wagga Wagga.

The Gallery is within the “Greens Gunyah” Museum which houses an eclectic collection of settlers’ buildings, farm machinery and local memorabilia, much of it focused on the town’s role as the centre of a major wool producing district. Tim represented the region in both state and federal parliaments for over 30 years. The Tim Fisher Gallery contains panels with his life’s story, plaques, photos, posters, one of his signature Akubra hats, a collection of discarded mobile phones and even one of his old tractors.
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A local launch of the Gallery was attended by Tim, wife Judy, Nationals Leader Michael McCormack and about 200 local supporters. See www.prime7.com.au/news/8157-tim-fischer-gallery . A full-scale public opening is planned for later this year. The Museum volunteers are keen to greet any OTU Association members when they visit.

The Guidance Officer that Didn’t Guide (Alistair Pope (4/66)
After 3-months our Senior Class (2/66) graduated and the Junior Class (3/66) had a 5-day break before returning to OTU as the new Senior Class. When our turn came, I was promoted to Lance Corporal and was given two junior class ‘sons’ to mentor.

Now that I was in Senior Class I had moved down to cruising gear when several things went unexpectedly wrong and disaster struck: firstly, I had an AD {accidental discharge of my rifle}, secondly, I failed to turn up for a duty {having not checked the Noticeboard and noticing my Duty Officer roster date had changed}, thirdly, I was charged for incorrect webbing and fourthly, I failed an exam. Lt Col L. G. Clarke MC heard the charges and reduced me to Officer Cadet rank plus gave me 4-weeks of CB (confinement to barracks) which included an extra 30-minutes drill at 05.30 am every morning.  The difficulty of graduating just went up another depressing notch. I went into overdrive, but it was too late as on the final exercise I slipped and fell while crossing a stream. I was carrying the M-60 Machine Gun and it smashed my left thumb breaking it in two places.

As we were inside a low cloud, and as my injury was not considered life-threatening, I had to walk out with an escort to the base camp (about a 4-hour trek!). I was then evacuated by truck to the Singleton Army Base Hospital. This was not good as there had only been 48-hours to go in that 13-day major assessment exercise and I had not yet had my turn at command assessment. The next day I was back in the field camp when the exercise finished. This only left the 20-mile (32 km) forced march in patrol gear (15 kg) to be completed.

Despite my arm being in plaster I intended completing the 20-mile with a broken thumb (“No problem, Sir. My thumb is only broken in two places!”). To make up lost ground I joined the ‘speed group’, the ‘thrusters’ who would attempt to complete the march at least 30-minutes faster than the normal sections. I finished the march having done more than my share of heavy carrying and leading – and our group set a new speed record.  Even after this “Herculean effort”, Colonel Geddes praised my effort, but it was not enough to graduate as it was decided that my inconsistency left some doubt about my commitment and I could not graduate with my arm in plaster. I was offered the dubious opportunity (along with eight others) of repeating the senior term.  Having come this far there was no thought of giving in now, so I repeated Senior Class.

My Guidance Officer, Captain “Big Ears” seized this opportunity and now actively worked against me with a view to having me removed. He told me that “NS soldiers should not be officers - and he was going to make sure as few as possible graduated!” The bottom was reached when, on his recommendation, I was summoned for a Commandant’s interview – the first step of a 2-step removal process. Returning to my room I remember sitting on the edge of my bed thinking this was the end, there was no way back from this precipice. There was a pop tune in the background (though I was not listening to it) but it has a small part later in this story. This was the decisive moment of my life.

I thought through the effects of my cruising, an unsupportive Guidance Officer who deliberately gave bad advice and rated my chances of graduating as close to zero. I also decided the only way they would get me out of OTU was kicking and fighting all the way. I would begin my fight now.

The first step in my survival plan was to get rid of my Guidance Officer. I approached WO2 Hall and requested a Commanding Officer’s (CO) interview, an option that was available in theory, but had never been used!  That same day I was summoned and marched into Lt Col Clarke’s office by RSM Moon. “Big Ears” stood behind his desk glowering at me as Lt Col Clarke asked me why I had taken this extreme step and what was it I wanted to tell him and why. This was no time for caution, self-pity or whining so I aggressively dumped on the CO all the bad advice I had been given, the lack of support, the zero guidance and the extraordinary suggestion that I should apply for “DOA” (Discharge on Application) as “Big Ears” had told me he was going to make sure I did not graduate. Lt Col Clarke listened, said nothing, paused then he simply told the RSM to march me out. It turned out that I had gambled and won this round as the last words I heard were Lt Col Clarke saying: "Captain stand to attention in front of my desk."  I was given a new Guidance Officer and another chance. 

This time there was full commitment and effort on my part for the 3-months. My reward came when my name appeared on the Graduating Class list when it was posted on the noticeboard just five days before our graduation date. In a final interview, Colonel Geddes would pithily sum up each cadet just before graduation. As I was marched in by the RSM, the Commandant looked up from my file and said: “Officer Cadet Pope, I think you will make a very good officer, but never a gentleman. March out!” I have always admired Colonel Geddes as one of life’s gentlemen and great leaders and I have tried to live up to his assessment ...

The great day arrived, and I finally graduated as 5714577 Second-Lieutenant Alistair Pope on 31st March 1967. I had survived and thrived for a period of 9-months in an absolute pressure cooker culminating in the greatest achievement of my life. None of my close friends at OTU graduated, yet they were all excellent leaders with strong characters and fine intelligence.

The only downside was that my parents did not attend my graduation after what was for me the most sustained extreme effort I have ever had to make in my life. I had called my parents and asked them to come to the Graduation Parade, the Commissioning Ceremony (with the State Governor, Sir Rhoden Cutler, VC) and the Graduation Ball. My father thought it was a lot of expense and travel for less than a week in Sydney, so he passed the phone to my mother. In later life she said she did not remember asking me “Why do you want to be an officer?”  It was obvious they were not attending, and I particularly struggled with her comment. 
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As a newly graduated Second Lieutenant I visited my former employers Cooper Brothers in Perth in uniform when on leave, but received an unenthusiastic welcome from the Senior Partner as he was concerned that after my service they would have to pay me at a rate well beyond my accounting skill level and as if I had not been away for two years.  The pettiness of his line of thinking is common, but at that moment I told him to keep my place open, but I had decided never to return as I disliked auditing and accounting anyway.  Their sort of routine work was for drones and not quite ‘me’. I had decided to stay in the Army post-NS.
Years later I was inspecting the lines of a unit when I suddenly stopped, transfixed. The entourage was perplexed. I was back on the edge of my bed considering my dismal future with the Hollies song “Bus Stop” playing in the background. When I snapped out of it, I asked “What's that, what's that?"  Nobody had any idea what I was talking about and by the time they realised I wanted the name of the song (the “pop” tune that was playing in 1966), it had finished. It took me another two years to find the song again and buy the tape as nobody had any clue what it was from my toneless rendition of it with only the three words I caught.

Right: Alistair Pope is presented with the 1st Prize as Chess Champion of PNG, Lae, 1978
RMC-D Sandhurst Team’s Scheyville Training Model - Staff Cadet Joseph Chilvers
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Left:: The RMC Military Skills Team at West Point wearing their RMC Jackets. The men were wearing their OTU Ties while the girls are wearing their WRAAC green silk scarves.
Over 12 - 19 April 2019, eleven staff cadets and four supporting staff members embarked on a journey halfway across the world to represent RMC – Duntroon and the Australian Army and compete in the annual Sandhurst Competition to be held at the United States Military Academy, West Point. This competition saw 49 teams enter, teams representing the four US services of Army, Air Force, Navy, and Coast Guard, 16 ROTC teams, as well as 13 international teams from around the world.

The selection and training for this competition commenced in late September of 2018. Through initial physical and mental tests, a group of approximately 60 staff cadets were selected from a pool of 120. It was from this point that the true selection process began. Named after the Officer Training Unit Scheyville, a 22-week plan was implemented to train and develop the strongest team of 11 to participate in the US. There were four main exercises over 12 to 48 hours that saw the initial 60 shrink to the final 11; Exercises Scheyville, Portsea, Georges Heights, and finally, Duntroon. These exercises tested physical abilities and endurance, military skills and confidence, in addition to mental fortitude through extremely challenging tests which saw the team cover up to 50km in ‘Marching Order’ over a short time of 12 hours. The final team was presented with Scheyville ties presented by representatives from the OTU Scheyville Association as well as a Georges Height’s scarfs for the female competitors by Ex-WRAAC. 

The team went on to place 10th overall with the team’s leader, SCDT Wood, being awarded 4th in the ‘Best Leadership’ amongst the 49 team squad leaders. This cemented Australia’s officer training a place as one of the world’s leading officer training establishments that continues to produce high quality officers to lead Australia’s Army. The team came a creditable 10th in the competition that ended having 40 entries.

The OTU Association was asked to support Plan Scheyville by presenting each of the participants with an OTU Scheyville tie for wearing with their civilian clothing during the competition. 
The team thanked the OTU Association for their ties in support of “Plan Scheyville”.
Awards
Neville Owens AO (2/71) Bernie Houston (1/65)

Richard Baird (1/68) has advised us that fellow OTU Graduate Neville Owens was awarded an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) in the Queens Birthday 2019 Honours List. It was awarded for "distinguished service to the law, to the judiciary, to legal education and to the community of WA". 
[image: image36.jpg]



Ian Dennis (3/66) For my friends outside the ICT world, who may not therefore be aware, on 29 May I was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the Australian Computer Society, and admitted to their Hall of Fame. A great and rare honour!

Army Cadets return to Scheyville 

OTU and NS Statistics – RTBs Neil Leckie (3/68)
During NS the Army took in 8,000 Nashos a year. Of the 2,000 per intake 1 RTB took 9 Platoons of 48 (1 Floor of a Recruit Company building) or 432 Recruits, while 2 RTB took 20 Platoons of 64 (four huts of 16) or 1280 Recruits. 3 TB would take 10 Platoons of 60 a total of 600. A total intake of up to 2,312 Recruits.
To cater for these 39 platoons of Recruits there needed to be 39 Platoon Commanders. Many of these Platoon Commanders were Nasho Officers or Air Cadet Officers awaiting their flying training. 
For OTU Graduates the end result was:
83 Graduates first posting was to 1 RTB plus four Education Corps Officers
13 Graduates second or subsequent posting was to 1 RTB plus one Education Corps Officer

100 Graduates first posting was to 2 RTB plus one Education Corps Officer
10 Graduates second or subsequent posting was to 2 RTB

95 Graduates first posting was to 3 TB plus two Education Corps Officers
7 Graduates second or subsequent posting was to 3 TB.

Total 278 Graduates were posted directly to an RTB/TB, plus seven Education Corps Officers, then a further 30 Graduates were posted to an RTB/TB as a second or subsequent posting, plus one Education Corps Officer. A total of 316 Graduates from OTU served at the RTBs/TB, or 17.5% of Graduates.
How would the Army have survived without the OTU Graduates as Platoon Commanders at the RTBs/TB? Note: One Air Cadet served at both 1 RTB and 2 RTB!
Defence White Card for Veterans Kevin Dixon (4/69)
I recently discovered that under relatively new legislation, ex-ADF personnel who do not already have an association with DVA might be eligible for the new DVA White Card. This provides background.
https://www.dva.gov.au/benefits-and-payments/australian-defence-veterans-covenant
Applicable to those who are new to DVA, ie do not already have a pension or compensation from DVA. (All existing DVA clients will receive appropriate replacement card this year)

For new DVA clients, need to start MyService Account and provide support documentation.

https://www.dva.gov.au/myservice/#/
The creation of an account is quite simple, however, there can be a delay in finalizing the linking of the MyService Account with your MyGov Account of 24 hours. – Ed.
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Everyone had a Mick Reynolds story. There was the student who

had responded at a quiz by proudly naming every component of
MICHAEL CHARLES REYNOLDS the swash plate control system and provided a plausible
explanation of Hookes Joint Effect, to which Mick responded, “you
know, if you think too much about how a helicopter works you will
only get depressed”. On another occasion, having completed the
25 hour test in the Kiowa, the student was on final when Mick
noticed the rest of the course lined up outside the students’
crewroom watching the arrival. “I'll show ‘em” he said,
immediately taking control of the aircraft and, with gross
manipulation of the pedals, cyclic and collective, conducted the
worst ever approach to landing, with the student frantically
waving his hands in the cockpit to indicate it was not him flying!
After a stint in staff positions in Tasmania, Mick returned to flying,
taking command of 162 Recce Squadron in Townsville. This was
followed by a posting back to the School of Army Aviation for two
years as the Senior Instructor, Flying Training Wing.

As daughter Nicole pointed out during the memorial service, Mick
Reynolds knew something about everything. Fortunately for the
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PTSD 1 Kevin Drummond (3/66)
The older we get the more we hear of the problems other of our generation have. PTSD is a big one among those who have served, whether it be in the military, Police, Ambulance or Fire Service. Kevin Drummond has written about his experiences:

‘I've emerged out of the deep dark depths of PTSD & depression, and an incurable lung condition, to make a suggestion for an article in the next Scheyvillian. I'm sure there are more than just a few members who, openly or covertly, have similar conditions, and perhaps a few who, like me, are afflicted with a lifetime of such troubling mental health conditions.

Fortunately, Mental Health is no longer a dirty word.  It is now openly talked about in public forums which, in my view, is a great improvement from the days a century ago when the poor World War 1 diggers were treated with disdain for being mentally afflicted. Some were even labelled as cowards or weak if they dared to declare that they had battle fatigue or shellshock. I am very fortunate to have a lovely caring wonderful wife who has several tertiary qualifications including a Mental Health degree.  Raeleen (Raels) is also an extremely proud and noble Aboriginal Elder of the Barkindji People (river dwellers of the Darling, for millenia known as the Barka) and we live right on the frontage of the Darling in a beautiful tranquil setting which is so very calming and therapeutic for my longstanding conditions.  Inter alia, Raels sits with Magistrates in Mildura for Koori Court and County Court matters and gets very considerable joy and sense of achievement in helping her people.  It is a very efficacious and effective part of the criminal justice system and is a flagship for other Aussie States.
 
Some twenty years ago I had an article published in the Scheyvillian about my extremely hazardous cross-border ops in Iran/Iraq while representing the International Red Cross as the only Aussie holding a senior position which were normally exclusively preserved for Swiss Nationals only. I don't think I elaborated, in the original article, on the four or five times I was arrested by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard, and treated very badly, including being bound and forced to watch the executions by hanging (slowly) of more than twenty hapless individuals after I was charged as being a gehrahti (not certain of the spelling, but it means "man who touches another man's wife") because I was helping an 84 year old woman, in full chador, who fell off one of our Red Cross trucks and landed on her knees (twice). She was in agony. As I gently took her elbow and in polite Persian Farsi helped her remount the truck I was set upon, firstly by the locals with donkey whips, then by the black uniformed police, then by the brown uniformed army soldiers, and finally by the green uniformed Revolutionary Guard (who inventively arranged the slow hanging of over twenty prisoners as a lesson to me, an infidel).

I speak Farsi and have a lot of fun surprising local Iranian doctors and newly arrived refugees who I either visually identify or overhear speaking in the local Mildura Mall.  It's heartwarming to witness their overwhelming surprise and gratitude when I introduce myself and help them out with any problems they may be having. Raels and I have been honoured guests at quite a few Iranian & Kurdish weddings, engagements, funerals and newborn celebrations in the past decade or so.

It occurred to me that, in the face of all the contemporary horrors that we almost daily witness in the media, that my 1991 article may deserve a reprint.  It may also enlighten and explain to other Scheyvillians and their families why I continue to suffer at times debilitating mental anguish over the deaths of thousands, particularly women and children, that I witnessed and immolated/buried in dozer scrapes (but not before allowing the young boys with their David & Goliath slingshots to pick of as many rats as they could, that were feeding on the bodies, before dousing with an effective 50/50 mix of petrol/diesel).

Apologies for the gory detail, but it lives forever within my psyche, and is probably unimaginable to most people fortunate enough to have avoided witnessing such atrocities and devastation.

I worry about the future, the climate, and the very likely extreme sociological problems and mass migration that will face the world in years to come. We, in Scheyville, were trained to become accomplished leaders. I'm sure most members would have little difficulty identifying the appalling leadership and morally bankrupt behaviour that seems so prominent these days. I worry about our children, grand-children and their offspring. 



(You are not alone there, Kevin – Ed.)

PTSD 2 Gerry Garard (4/67)
How many Scheyvillians are providing an average of 85 hours per week of volunteering to one charitable Foundation, and as a result of his “Nasho” experience? Gerry Garard does exactly this for the “4 Aussie Heroes Foundation”, a not-for-profit organisation that he and his dual Olympic Gold Medallist wife Renita, established in 2016. The Foundation exists to support military and first responder personnel, past and present, who are suffering and struggling with PTSD and related mental health issues as a result of their service to our Nation and our Communities.

“A little after my retirement from the corporate world, I wanted to “put back” as a display of gratitude for the way my two years in the Army, and particularly “The Scheyville Experience” had moulded my life and gave me the “where-with-all” for a successful corporate career” said Gerry.  He went on to say that it had made him a far better person in all respects.
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The Foundation’s model is innovative and unique to Australia. It has involved the development by volunteer mental health professionals, a 12-day, live-in rehabilitation type program titled “Triumph over Trauma” which is delivered in a rural environment and which is receiving incredible accolades from its participants, and “Outcome Measures” by national and international standards, which depict very good results. The Foundation is currently seeking State and Federal Government support to construct its “Camp Courage Rural Retreat” in south-east Queensland, on a magnificent 32-acre site currently being gifted to the Foundation, and at which all its programs will eventually be delivered. 
He is not the only Scheyvillian contributing to the cause, with Marcus Blackmore (4/67) and Tim Fischer (3/66) being Ambassadors of the Foundation, Bob Minnikin (4/67) a Director, and Laurie Muller (1/65) who heads up their “Shambolic Golfaholic” charity golf days each year.

Gerry invites all Scheyvillians to check out the Foundation’s websites www.4aussieheroes.com.au and commends to anyone who empathizes with the cause to consider a tax-deductible donation. No doubt it will be greatly appreciated by all concerned with the Foundation, including those who benefit from its programs. 
Right: A painting of Gerry Garard in SVN

ANECDOTES Frank Paton 2/70
Last year Frank Paton informed us of his life as an Army Legal Officer. Writing those pages brought back memories of a lot of small events in his time at OTU.
Bill Forbes pushed the boundaries: Bill Forbes took the risk of stirring a DS and entertained all of us within earshot. There was only one DS who was a corporal. One morning during parade Bill observantly noticed that the DS had on a jacket sporting 3 stripes. He held his fire until marching level with the DS, then said "Picked up the wrong jacket from the Mess after a heavy night last night?" The DS spun around but couldn't be angry – in fact it looked as though he was having to suppress a laugh. He'd just been promoted to sergeant and maybe was feeling a little self-conscious. Bill escaped punishment.  Bill was an intuitive infantry tactics Cadet who later joined the SAS. 

 

Health: Even though we trained at OTU right through the winter and despite lying on wet ground for hours on end, I don't recall Cadets getting sick, not even colds.  I went to the Regimental Aid Post (RAP) only once for a twisted ankle. Most Cadet visits to RAP seemed to be early in the course when the footy oval was rock hard after a drought. The DS even compromised by ordering that the rugby would be only touch rugby!

 
No OH&S: We all had to take many physical risks, but I thought none more so than the overnight navigation exercise. There was either no (or only a slender) moon or it was cloudy that night – we could see hardly anything. About midnight I realised the section was moving along the top of a cliff with a steep slope just on our right-and side. Could have been disastrous. However, there seemed to be few injuries during the course. 

 

Weird manoeuvres on exercise:
1.      When I was Platoon Commander we were moving along a ridge line late afternoon when the DS told me to place the platoon down for the night.  I decided in my mind that the greatest risk from enemy activity would come from behind us, so I had the platoon basically switch around 180 degrees to counter the perceived risk.  The DS watched (I realised later, incredulously) to try to work out what the hell I was doing!  They then asked me, and I explained my thinking. They clearly thought it was unnecessary but were supportive – maybe I got a few points for trying to think, regardless of whether I was correct or wrong!

2.      On another day as Platoon Commander I had to choose the location of placing the platoon for the night. I did that and after everybody was settled into position, the DS quickly said to me that they thought there was a better location – a mere 100m away! So, I had to get everyone up and move the whole box and dice 100m. I've always thought there was no difference in location and that this was just a test!

 

Texas Tavern: Yes, it was as bad as the name suggests. I didn't recall the place, but several graduates referred to it at a recent lunch, remembering it vividly! I think it was in the vicinity of that place that we received attention. Walking along the street our very short haircuts attracted the attention of some ladies who walked up behind us and linked arms with each of us. However, as soon as they heard our Aussie accents, they realised they hadn't selected big-spending Yank soldiers and went looking further afield!

 

Permanent Imprint: Little things are never forgotten. My family laugh - when a biro and paper are needed, they say of course I'll have them on me. Maybe not in a wetsuit, but just about universally!  But iPhones have taken over that role.

 

Golf Competitiveness: Soldiers are very competitive and aggressive. After OTU I participated in a Golf Day against a Sydney unit. I've never had a golf-lesson and was an ordinary player. I was given a handicap of 27. Not having any expectations, I stepped up to the first tee and the ball went straight. I fluked a par and our 2 competitors were muttering to each other that I'd swindled the handicap. Within a few holes they relaxed when they could see my handicap was correct! That same competition produced a ruthless streak in the opposition unit. There were 2 parallel fairways – I drove off the fairway into some low grass. When I reached the spot, I was watched by a golfer from the opposing team who was playing the other fairway. As soon as I hit "my" ball, he asked me what no. ball I had. He'd stood and knowingly watched me hit his ball! I had to retrieve it from the green and take it back to him and cop a penalty!  Some people take amateur sport very seriously.

 

Conclusion: I’ve mentioned to several graduates that you can access your military files. I obtained mine from National Archives Australia (NAA). It was an interesting read (eg a few comments by Commanding Officers) although there was also a lot of garbage, eg Travel Authority for each flight I took during Nasho. It's worth doing!
WHAT SCHEYVILLIANS DID

Bill Dunn Peter O’Donnell (3/69). It was 3/69's first field exercise in the Blue Mountains during later October. We were on top of a large hill and it was defence, digging in. I was in the middle at platoon headquarters and Captain Bob Supple was lurking at the first light ‘stand-to’. 

The light wasn't bad, and I could see him going around checking everyone was in their fighting pit with webbing on, looking outward with rifle pointed the right way. 

The he came to Billy Dunn, the clever and sneaky Cadet. Captain Supple asked "What can you see?".  Billy said: "All clear ahead sir!"  The Captain said "Good!" and moved on.

Billy was fully dressed and kitted at the time laying prone with bush hat. However, he was also on his back, not front, with webbing backwards and hat on his face, trying to sleep, not watching for enemy. Did we laugh! Sadly, Bill as he became, passed away in 2012.

Robert Greenup (4/72). Recently I came across this long-forgotten description of one aspect of life at Scheyville. It was written shortly after I left the army in 1974. I have no idea now why I wrote it but re-reading it after all these years certainly brought back a few memories.

A Scheyville Room Inspection: When we were at Scheyville most of our time was spent receiving instruction in and practicing various military skills such as weapons handling, drill, signals, military law and navigation. But at the same time the instructors were out to ensure that we kept very high standards of cleanliness and tidiness and there were all sorts of inspections to keep us in check – dress inspections, rifle inspections and room inspections being the most important ones. I could go on about any one of them but what I have in mind at the moment is one particular room inspection.

Every piece of gear that was kept in your room had to be arranged in a certain way and placed in the regulation position. For instance, your socks had to be folded neatly and placed at the rear of a certain drawer and your singlets had to be folded in the correct manner and placed in another part of some other drawer, your steel helmet had to be in position on the shelf above your desk, your bayonet had to be correctly stowed away in your trunk and so on. The regulation position for all these items was laid down in a book of ‘Standing Orders’ which covered everything right down to your toothbrush and comb. 

It was never known by us on which day a room inspection would take place and your room had to be maintained in inspection order at all times. Usually the first we would know of an inspection would be at the end of morning parade. If the rooms were to be checked the parade would be cut short and the R.S.M. would order us to return to our lines and form up outside our rooms. We would stand at ease beside our door until the inspecting officer arrived. When he approached the drill was that we would come to attention, shoulder arms and salute. He would then enter the room and begin his inspection. You would follow him in and watch as he checked that your shirts were arranged correctly and that each sheet and blanket on your bed had been properly tucked in at the corners. He would make sure that the insides of your water bottles were dry, that your machete was free of rust and your razor clean. If anything should be found not quite to his satisfaction, he had a choice of two punishments that he could impose upon you. Either he could award Extra Duties (EDs), these were usually for fairly minor offences like not having your boot laces correctly tucked into your spare boots or, for something more serious, like finding some dust behind your wall heater, he could place you on a charge.

Now EDs were not too bad. There was about half an hour in the morning after breakfast and half an hour in the evening before dinner which was free time. Free time that is to tidy your room and clean your gear so as to try to avoid getting EDs or charges. But if you had been given an ED to do you would have to do an extra parade in one of those half-hour periods. It meant getting into drill order, having your dress and rifle inspected and then being marched around the parade ground and drilled for that period of time. The main worry was that if you were placed on an ED parade there was a very great chance that you would be given more EDs either for having some fault found with your dress or rifle or by not performing up to standard with the drill you had to do.

Being charged was a much more serious affair. An Officer Cadet who was charged would be sentenced to a certain number of days Confined to Barracks (CB). Of course, nobody could leave the place anyway except on Saturday afternoon and Sunday but a man on CB could not leave even then, had to wear a red arm band at all times and was not allowed to have a beer in the mess before the evening meal. Worst of all he had to do both ED parades for each day that he was on CB, and to make it even worse a man on CB had to do the parades in battle order not just drill order. That is, he had to wear his full pack and bush gear, steel helmet and rifle and instead of just marching and drilling he had to run around the parade ground for the duration of the parade. The big danger however was the dress inspection because with so much extra gear there was much more for the inspecting officer to find fault with. For example, the officer could check that each of his three water bottles were full (water bottles that had to be completely dry when in the room) and that his pack and webbing contained all the items laid down in Standing Orders for battle order – compass, bayonet, machete, rope, entrenching tool, ammunition, rations and so on. When the parade was dismissed the man on CB then had to double back to his room, dry his water bottles and put all the other bits and pieces of gear back into their correct place in his room. All this twice a day on top of all the other duties that we had. A man on CB really did have enormous trouble coping with the burden placed upon him. It was a great strain on the Cadet, and it was the beginning of a number of fellows being dismissed from the unit.

Anyway, I had scored a few EDs for different things, too slow with a drill movement, a fingerprint on the brass buckle of my rifle sling, but I had never been placed on a charge. Then came this room inspection. The inspecting officer that day was Captain Clague, a weapons instructor. When he arrived at my room I came to attention, shouldered arms and saluted and then followed him in to await his verdict. He immediately said, “Open your trunk, Mr Greenup.” The trunk was kept under our bed and used to store a lot of our bush gear – all arranged in the regulation manner. When I had opened the trunk he said, “Produce your entrenching tool.” That is a small folding spade with a canvas cover for its head. He took the cover off and held it up to the light and said, “Rust, Mr Greenup.” There was no rust. We had been in the bush for a week just prior to the inspection but I had cleaned and oiled the thing to perfection the previous night. But all you can really answer is, “Yes, sir!” He then ran his hand along the back of the windowsill and produced what he claimed was some dust. “Yes, sir!” again. Then as he was leaving, he said, “Place yourself on a charge Mr Greenup.” Once again, I “yes sired” and saluted as he marched off to bring great happiness to the fellow in the next room. I resumed my position outside the door of my room.

As soon as the parade was dismissed a quick check among the ten of us whose rooms Captain Clague had inspected revealed that seven of us had been charged while the other three had escaped with EDs. Needless to say, Captain Clague became a very unpopular man among us and those of us who had been charged began to dread the days to come.

That night however at the evening meal the Duty Officer announced that the Commandant (that is the Colonel in charge) had decided that the charges awarded by Captain Clague during the room inspection would not be heard and that the Cadets who had been charged would each do two EDs instead. It was a great and unexpected release for those of us concerned and we could only assume that the Commandant had been wise enough to realise that Captain Clague had been a little excessive during his room inspection that morning.

My two EDs were done without further incident and I managed to get through the rest of my time at Scheyville without being charged again, though I did pick up a few more EDs along the way. One day near the end of my time in the army, long after I had graduated from Scheyville, I spoke by chance to Captain Clague on the phone. It was during those days when I was doing the flood relief work at the old Mt Gravatt showgrounds just before I was discharged. When I told him that I remembered him from when he was an instructor at Scheyville he said that he could not seem to remember me. I guess he must have made a bigger impression on that I did on him!   








  

WHAT SCHEYVILLIANS DO:
Paul De Launay (3/69) Structural Engineer, UNICEF, Malawi

Paul is a Civil Engineer currently working for UNICEF in Malawi doing the damage assessment following Cyclone Idei in March 2019. 
‘April 2019: Since I arrived in Malawi about 6 weeks ago, I have been flat out. Three days after I got here, I had put together a team to go south to the Districts of Nsanje and Chikwawa to begin the damage assessment. These districts adjoin Mozambique and were some of the worst affected by the cyclone. We drove from Lilongwe to Blantyre, a 6-hour trip over fairly good roads. My team consisted of Frank, our driver and Rogers, an engineer, both national staff so I was the only ‘Mazungu’ as white people are called. 

‘We checked into the Kabula Lodge in Blantyre. It’s an old colonial era house converted into a hotel/guest house. UNICEF has also set up an office in the conference room, so we have internet, power most of the time and hot water some of the time. Mosquitos are bad and Malaria in endemic, so we sleep under nets. Blantyre is the second biggest city in Malawi and an old centre. It was founded in the 19th century and named after Blantyre, the birthplace of Dr David Livingstone, in Scotland. It is up on the plateau and we travel down into the Great Rift Valley to go south. The Shire River flows south down the valley and joins the Zambezi before flowing into the Indian Ocean.

‘We started the inspections down in Nsanje, a 3-hour drive south of Blantyre. A lot of the school buildings have lost their roofs and also are suffering flood water erosion. The buildings are made of brick with corrugated iron roofs. We recorded assessment information on paper forms which is not the best way of doing it. In Bangladesh last year we used ‘IPad’ type tablets which is much more efficient. (Next time we will set up that system.) I have also developed an improved classroom design which will be capable of resisting cyclone and so next time the damage bill will be dramatically reduced. 

By the end of 2 weeks in the field we had assessed 39 schools and returned to Lilongwe to complete the report. I found a room in a fairly basic hotel in Lilongwe called Villa 11 which costs $33 per night, breakfast included. I have been here for the last 3 weeks. I hope to return south next week to continue the assessment in Zomba Mulanje and Phalombe Districts.

‘There were national elections here last week and our security people instructed us to remain at home for two-and-a-half days last week and today, Monday, we had to evacuate the office at about 3.00 pm due to a demonstration in the street so the work has been quite disrupted.

‘My construction section is four people, Denise, an Italian Architect, Jai, an Indian Mechanical Engineer from Jaipur, which I visited last year when I was in working in Bangladesh, Rogers, a Malawi Civil Engineer and me. Jai is doing solar power installations, Rogers is a very good engineer with a lot of local knowledge and Denise goes to meetings, so we don’t have to.

‘The country is quite picturesque, and the people are gentle and friendly and English is the official language and widely spoken. It’s an easy place to live and security is usually good. It has been called 
‘Africa for Beginners’. The country is about 20% covered with fresh-

water lakes and the largest is Lake Malawi, it’s supposed to be lovely, but I have yet to visit it.

‘June 2019: My driver and I left Blantyre at 11.00 this morning to begin the 5-hour drive to Lilongwe. I finished the second 2-week assessment yesterday, the last District being Zomba. We inspected 27 schools in the Districts of Phalombe, Mulanje and Zomba. The damage we saw was similar to that seen in the previous field trip to Nsanje and Chikwawa. Many of the classes were being conducted under the trees, the learners sitting on the dusty ground and without books, their ruined classrooms in the background. For this field trip, I programmed the questionnaire onto a tablet similar to an ‘iPad’ so that downloading the results should speed up writing of the next report. It was very cold, some 15˚ days and rain all day last Saturday, foggy mornings and rocky mountains, 3000m high swathed in cloud. We picked up a local guide at each of the District Officers Headquarters to take us to the schools which are dotted around the countryside; some took us 2 hours to reach! Long days without lunch and generally returning to Blantyre after dark.

‘I was particularly taken with the mountains, forbidding craggy granite peaks thrusting up out of the plains in the floor of the Great Rift Valley which runs down through East Africa from Somaliland. I will have to return when I have some time off and do some of the easy climbs. Zomba was the capital of the country from 1891 till the mid 70’s and has a lot of old colonial buildings which are gracefully sagging. Many of the villages we drove through had colourful market days in progress and our vehicle was slowed to a crawl as we inched through the crowds. Fruit and vegetables are not weighed but sold in clusters, so five carrots are tied together by their stalks and stood up while tomatoes are arranged in little red pyramids of 4s. Lengths of traditional printed fabric in a riot of colour hang everywhere, live chickens in wicker baskets await the chop and food vendors cook everything imaginable. Boys wave bamboo skewers with kebabs of boiled mice, with a dipping sauce!

‘There is none of the aggressive hard sell from vendors that you usually get in the Arab souks, everyone is smiling and good natured. We stopped to buy some fruit and a lady was trying to sell me some lentils and at the same time implying good humoredly we should get better acquainted. As we were driving off, she said to my driver in the local language ‘why are you taking my Muzungu, we are not finished yet’. I am really coming to like this country; the scenery is captivating and the people friendly and gentle. The lack of conflict and confrontation you often find in other places makes the job a lot easier.’
Chris Shepherd (4/66)

I remember reading a snippet in the Scheyvillian’s third edition last year regarding Gary Vial and his passion for Motor Racing. Embedded in the article was a picture of his Mazda MX-5 with the number plate OTU 369.
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Whilst not a motor racing enthusiast, I was drawn to the photo of the MX-5 as I acquired exactly the same model and colour a couple of years ago. My number plate is OTU 466. 

The Renault purchase was an interesting story itself. The very first car I owned was a 1956 Renault 750, bought second hand in 1964, and sold two years later after having a great amount of fun from it. Fast forward 40 odd years and one day whilst browsing through eBay (as you do), I noticed a 1961 Renault 750 for sale in Melbourne (there was virtually no difference in the two models). I would normally not have given it another thought, but a strong bout of nostalgia kicked in, and I made a phone call to the seller to get a few details. A few more phone calls later and I placed what I thought was a very low bid and left it at that. 

As luck would have it I was the winning bidder, and I was now the proud owner of a car that I had never even seen, let alone inspected, which was some 700 odd kilometres away. I hired a car trailer and made the trip to Melbourne to pick up the 750. Luckily it was all it was described as, a brilliant replica of my first car, and I subsequently had several years of fun with it, reliving my early motoring days. It also served as a great mobile advertising unit for one of my great passions, our local Macquarie Credit Union, which I have been a Director of for 47 consecutive years. 
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It is interesting that the Renault 750 cars were used as a “poor man’s” racing car in the 1960’s and even 1970’s and many of them could be seen on racetracks around the country, quite often ‘suped’ up to some degree. The MX-5 has also been subject to a similar fate, with many of them involved in racing and hill climb events around Australia, and indeed the world. There are over one thousand members of the MX-5 car club in New South Wales alone, most of which are in Sydney.

Keep up the great work you and all the team do to put out the Scheyvillian. I do enjoy reading it and hope it is able to keep going as a great way to keep all us Scheyvillians in touch.

BOOK REVIEWS
Churchill – Walking with Destiny, Andrew Roberts Tim Fischer AC (3/66)
Snippets and Stats from this latest great biography relating to Churchill:  

Winston Churchill was a Subaltern for many of the early years of service and then bounced up and down in politics, the below gives a snapshot of the ‘Greatest MP Citizen of the 20th Century’:

1. Churchill suffered six defeats in contests or recontests for the House of Commons, but ultimately representing five seats for a total of 64 years: 

1900 to 1906 Oldham


1906 – 1908 North West Manchester

1908 to 1922 Dundee (Scotland)

1924 to 1945 Epping

1945 to 1964 Woodford

(Nov 1938 Churchill’s Constituency Association was furious with him opposing Chamberlain and Munich Appeasement policies: within 18 months he was Prime Minister!)

2. Churchill served twice as Prime Minister, for a total of 8 years and 238 days:

1940 to 1945 (during which he turned 70 and led an All Party National Government)

1951 to 1955 (during which he turned 80 and led a Tory Government).

3. Churchill wrote and published 37 books, writing some 6.1 million words. He often needed the proceeds to meet the hefty family bills eg for running his beloved private residence ‘Chartwell’, south east of London.

4. Lady Clementine, who visited Australia between the World Wars without Winston, said (P 223): ‘The Dardanelles haunted him for the rest of his life’. Indeed they did and this partially explains why Churchill never visited Australia, note also Brendan Bracken was opposed to Churchill visiting Australia (Bracken was once sacked as a jackeroo by the Ryan family near Echuca, Vic before returning to the UK and becoming the loyal Agent/Servant to Churchill, later Parliamentary Secretary then Minister for War Information and briefly First Lord of the Admiralty. This ex jackaroo created the UK Financial Times!) It is also said that Bracken’s instructions to Churchill to remain silent in the Chamberlain meeting of four at ‘No. 10’ in May 1940 is why Lord Halifax missed out and King George VI summoned Churchill to be WWII PM. Just as well as Halifax as PM would have struck a deal with the Nazis!

5. All the great quotes are in this Biography: 
eg. of Monty: ‘In defeat, unbeatable; in victory unbearable’and ‘This was their finest hour’.

6. In 1927 Churchill met Pope Pius XI in Rome and about in 1932 at Munich almost met Adolf Hitler in a German Hotel. On 26 May 1935, Churchill first met Robert Menzies at Chartwell, retired indeed sacked General Ian Hamilton was also present for the tea!

7. Final quote: November 1942 as Rommel was routed in Africa by Monty: 
This is not the end, it is not the beginning of the end, but perhaps it is the end of the beginning!

PS All in all it is a great uplifting read - TF.
Mark Dapin: The Nashos’ War Neil Leckie (3/68)

Having heard about Mark Drapin’s book The Nashos’ War when it was first published in 2014, I finally bought and read it. Despite finding a few minor errors, such as 3 TB being referred to as 

3 RTB, I found it a fascinating read being one who was a part of it, but not having been ‘there’! There are names and experiences of many Scheyvillians and other Nashos whom I have heard off but not of their actual involvement in ‘the war’ or other events. 
The earliest mention of any ‘well-known’ of the era is probably test cricketer Doug Walters. Walters made his Australian test debut against England at the SCG at age 19, scoring 155. Two weeks later he followed up with a century on the MCG. He was called up and commenced his National Service with the second intake in 1966. Following Recruit Training he was posted to the recently returned from Vietnam 1 RAR at Holsworthy. This posting allowed him to play Sydney grade cricket on the weekends. At Holsworthy Walters eventually became 3/66’s Tim Fischer’s batman. In his second year Walters used his leave and played Shield Cricket, Captaining NSW, and 2 tests against India where he averaged 127. While Fischer extended his national service by 9 months to serve in South Vietnam as Transport Officer with 1 RAR on its second tour, being wounded at the Battle of Coral, Walters discharged and went to England to play test cricket.
West Australian ‘Aussie Rules’ footballer Harry Neesham (1/65) gets an early mention. In 1963 Neesham was awarded the Caris Medal for the ‘Best and Fairest First-year Player’ and was a rising star of the then WANFL. The East Fremantle player had signed to play with the Geelong VFL club. In 1965 Neesham’s club had made the finals. They rang the then Colour Sergeant Neesham at OTU, who hadn’t played football for 11 weeks. Rugby supporting OTU Commandant Colonel Ian Geddes was persuaded that allowing Neesham to return to Perth would be good PR for the Army. Neesham played, his team won and he was ‘Best on Ground’. Two weeks later Neesham again returned to Perth and played. His team won again and was then into the Grand Final. ‘Somehow’ approval was given for Neesham to return to Perth for the Grand Final. His team kicked 7 gaols against the wind in the last quarter to snatch a last-minute victory. Neesham returned to OTU the next day to complete his training. Neesham’s three lots of leave to play football upset a few of his fellow Cadets including fellow West Australian Rod Thatcher who couldn’t get leave for his sister’s wedding!
David Roubin (1/65) was the only Jew in his class. His family had both WW1 and WW2 service and he was selected for OTU. Scheyville cured a life-long problem of a severe speech defect – stuttering and stammering. Roubin was posted to 1 ALSG in Vung Tau, South Vietnam, but to do this he had to extend his National Service, arriving there after 2 years and 4 months of service. His Vietnam service lasted 505 days. Roubin would make a career of the Army, retiring in October 1989 as a Major. David’s brothers Gary and Loris would both be called up for National Service. Gary deferred his National Service for some years until National Service was cancelled, whereas, Loris went in in 1970 and served in South Vietnam in the RAAMC.
Probably the most well-known Scheyvillian is Gordon Sharp (1/65), the first Scheyvillian killed in the Vietnam war. Sharp commenced OTU with the first intake in July 1965 and went to South Vietnam with D Company of 6 RAR. He had joined the Army with fellow Tamworth Nasho John O’Halloran, who was in the same Scheyville class, and who was posted to B Company of 6RAR. They arrived in South Vietnam by Companies from 1 to 8 June 1966 and commenced preparing the defence of Nui Dat. Patrolling around the base was a large part of the defence. Following the mortaring of the base on 17 August 1966, B Company 6 RAR was sent out to find the mortar position. On 18 August D Company was sent out to relieve B Company. That afternoon D Company ran into a large enemy force that was gathering to attack the base and the ‘Battle of Long Tan’ occurred. Gordon Sharp’s 11 platoon took the brunt of the assault, losing 13 men killed, including Sharp. 

 

David Sabben (1/65) was 12 Platoon Commander in D Company 6 RAR with Sharp. His platoon was the depth platoon in the advance towards Long Tan.  Being the depth platoon, it was 12 Pl that was sent forward to retrieve Sharp’s 11 Pl. On retrieving the survivors, they returned to the company position and, with 10 and 12 Pls on the perimeter, defended Company Headquarters and the vital artillery radio link for the last half-hour to sunset. The artillery radio was vital as it brought artillery shells to within 50 yards of the company’s perimeter or ‘Danger Close’, decimating the attacking enemy ranks. Finally, at sunset, and having suffered horrendous losses, the enemy stopped their human-wave assaults and withdrew.

The outcome of the battle was that 18 Australians would die and 23 would be wounded – 35% casualties – about half of them National Servicemen.  245 enemy bodies were buried on the battlefield next day.  Enemy records state that they lost up to 500 in the battle. The base at Nui Dat, however, was never thereafter attacked. Sabben is well-known for his in-depth tours of the Long Tan battlefield in the last 12 years.
As stated, John O’Halloran (1/65) was a Platoon Commander in B Company, 6 RAR. On hearing the noise of the battle, the company stopped. Sometime later they were ordered back to the battle site. They joined D Company as the battle died down. O’Halloran’s company would have its own major battle on 17 February 1967 during Operation Bribie. During this contact his platoon lost 6 men killed and 18 wounded from a strength of 27.
It is instructive to consider that for Sharp, Sabben and O’Halloran, Long Tan was their first substantial contact since arrival in Vietnam only ten weeks earlier.  It is a credit to the National Service system in general, and Scheyville in particular, that these young officers were well enough prepared that they could “hold their own” in the ranks of the “Regular Army” under actual battle conditions.  Further, each of their platoons comprised 50% National Servicemen, so the same could be said of them.

3 RAR arrived in South Vietnam in December 1967. Norm Peatling (4/66) was one of its Platoon Commanders. In late January 1968 the NVA and VC launched their ‘Tet’ offensive. A Company 3 RAR had driven the enemy out of the village on Ba Ria. Peatling crossed paths with his friend Peter Fraser and learned of A Company’s attack. Peatling’s company was dropped off by APC near the village of Long Dien. Shortly afterwards they came under fire. Despite never being trained in house to house clearance, the company cleared the village. An ARVN battalion came to help, but Peatling was very wary of them and before they could do too much looting, he sent them on their way.
The Advance Party of 1 RAR left for South Vietnam on its second tour on 17 March 1968. Neil Weekes (1/67) was in the Advance Party. They landed at Tan Son Nhut airport while it was under attack. The party was quickly transferred to Nui Dat. The day after arrival in South Vietnam Weekes was transferred to 3 Platoon, A Company 7 RAR at Ba Ria to replace its wounded Platoon Commander. Shortly after he was transferred back to 1 RAR. Along with 3 RAR, his battalion was sent to set up FSB Coral on 12 May 198. The whole operation was a shambles and was attacked early the next morning. As no forward protection had been provided, one of the artillery’s guns was over-run along with the 1 RAR Mortars. Along with the FSB’s guns firing anti-personnel rounds with depressed barrels and the 3 RAR mortars, the FSB called in helicopter gunships and ‘Spooky’ the DC3 AC47 flying gunship. Facing all this firepower the enemy, leaving behind huge casualties, were forced to withdraw and the gun and mortars were recaptured. Four days later a second attack on the FSB was launched. The attack was on Weekes’ A Company with RCLs, rifles, satchel charges and bangalore torpedoes. The company at this time still did not have its wire up. The attack was so severe that Weeks had to progressively call in the supporting artillery and mortar fire until it was on his own position. The Platoon Commander on his right, Bob Sutton, asked him to move it further out! Weeks Platoon Headquarters eventually mounted a counter-attack and forced the enemy to withdraw his platoon’s position.
Brian Russell (3/68) was the first Nasho officer to become an officer in the SAS. While in South Vietnam his patrol found a bunker system that he felt needed to be attacked immediately. He called in the assistance of a second patrol. The attack was successful with just one member wounded.
Mark Dapin - Australia’s Vietnam – myth vs history 2019 Robin Hunt (3/69) 
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Author Dapin first came to notice with his first book on National Servicemen and Vietnam Veterans when he authored “The Nashos’ War” (Viking, 2014). In the intervening years, Dapin has completed a doctoral thesis on various “myths” surrounding Australia’s participation in the Vietnam war. 

In this book, which stems from his thesis, he sets out to demolish many of those myths: 

Volunteering



Rigged Ballots



Lack of welcome home parades 
War atrocities
Airport demonstrations

Rapists and baby killers

    

In concluding that these were indeed just “myths”, Dapin hands out quite a lot of criticism to well-known authors such as Paul Ham and to his doctoral supervisor - the late Jeff Grey. Dapin even acknowledges “the myths (he) helped to make” in his first book.
    

It’s useful to start looking back over one’s shoulder about happenings from 50 years ago and to separate the myth from reality; and it's good to see an author standing up and offering some self-criticism and delving into a subject that is ripe for examination

    

One can always criticize an author not going far enough but it would have been useful for Dapin to have looked into the relationship between the Vietnam Veterans and the RSL. There was a widely held belief that the RSL was apathetic about Vietnam Veterans and that this led to the formation of the Vietnam Veterans Association (VVA) but was this so? Whilst I eased my way into what is now a defunct RSL Sub-branch, it was apparent that RSL’s offerings weren’t oriented towards my needs (eg they offered me over 50’s insurance). Interesting to note that the RSL now is now led by ageing Vietnam Veterans. It was said to me by a senior RSL member that ours “wasn’t a real war” and that "shit happens" (in terms of friendly fire and the application of chemical sprays). Maybe the RSL's "apathy" wasn’t a myth? A mate of mine would suggest it wasn’t "apathy" but "antipathy" that he faced from the RSL

    

I think that the biggest myth of them all, perpetrated in the 1970's, was that the chemicals & drugs used then didn’t cause cancer. Have a look at the official histories that the AWM published on the Southeast Asian Conflicts (in particular the volume 3 "Medicine at War" (Allen & Unwin/AWM 1994), Ch 14 passim re Agent Orange and Ch 8 pp 216 & 278 re the anti-malarial drug Dapsone. I gather a separate volume is being published to set the record right.

    

Dapin could have also looked more deeply into the matter of Welcome Home Parades from a wider perspective than just the infantry battalions: I served in a supporting arm (Artillery) – as did many others – and there was certainly no Welcome Home Parade for us. We flew home and we were dispersed via rail to all over the country. Yes, there was the opportunity of the Welcome Home Parade in Sydney in 1987 (which I didn’t attend). My sub-unit had its first reunion in Melbourne in early 2019 (nearly 50 years after our RTA); the Cadre were from Townsville and most returned there. 

 

In the 1970's, formal Welcome Home Parades (WHP) were organized for all battalions and a few other units (plus RAN and RAAF) that were repatriated with the Infantry (eg those with 4RAR in Townsville in Dec 1971) and who came home on HMAS Sydney. Those coming home on a chartered Qantas 707, or even RAAF Hercules, were mainly Nashos on discharge or sub-units of up to about 180 men and all these missed out on a WHP and this may equate to up to say 40% of all Viet Vets. In my case, we flew home in a Qantas 707 that arrived into Mascot in the early evening, just in time for a night at ECPD, before being issued with rail warrants to get us home, at which time most Nashos were discharged.     

 

It's hard to find entries relating to Scheyville graduates in this book (as it’s not about us) but Tim Fischer (3/66) is mentioned because of his observations regarding the ballot and its possible manipulation (I leave it to readers to decide as to whether Tim is correct: see pages 50-52). Noel Turnbull (3/67) is mentioned on page 220 as an interviewee.  

Many Vietnam vets will welcome this book and be quite surprised by its conclusions. Some will say Dapin's “Nasho” book was a better read; it was certainly shorter. 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO: Not only do OTU Graduates get mentions in the book, but also two interesting ‘Did-not-Graduate’. Alwyn Henderson lasted 7 weeks with Class 4/66 before he asked to leave. He returned to Recruit Training then undertook Corps Training with RAAMC. Finally, he registered as a ‘Conscientious Objector’. After a long battle with the authorities he was discharged after 1 year and 37 days. Aarne Neeme had deferred his National Service for 5 years and finally went into Puckapunyal and then Scheyville (1/71). After 4 weeks he decided he did not want to be in the Army. His Estonian background and family problems helped convince a Court of Petty Sessions that he too was acceptable as a ‘Conscientious Objector’ and he was also discharged.
There were many sporting people called up. Apart from cricketer Doug Walters there was Peter Brock and Dick Johnson, both later of motor racing fame, in the same intake. Kevin Sheedy, Royce Hart, Rex Hunt and Graham Cornes from Aussie Rules. Cornes was at OTU (4/68) but did not graduate. He served in South Vietnam. Bob Fulton of Rugby fame was also called-up. And who could forget pop-star Normie Rowe. Rowe went on to serve in the RAAC in South Vietnam.

There are a couple of other OTU Graduates who are mentioned in the book, and many other Nashos! For any Nasho, regardless of whether they served in South Vietnam or in any other area, this book is a must read!

Non-liability Health Care (NLHC) Gary Ryan (2/69)
I recently went to a briefing on DVA entitlements and the review process for disallowed claims, given by a recently retired DVA Arbitrator, who happens to be a close friend. He also covered the "minefield" of rules and regulations within DVA. Following a question regarding Non - Liability Health Care he advised the following: 

All ex ADF members, both full-time and reservist, and irrespective of whether or not they have "war" service are entitled to DVA Health Care for the following conditions; 
1. Any form of cancer, 
2. Mental illness, and 
3. PTSD. 
I forwarded this to my 2/69 classmates and two of them queried the eligibility for cancer treatment.  I forwarded their comments to my mate and he came back with the response below, including attachments.  I appreciate that this is all a bit "long winded", but I am aware that at least two guys in our NSW group are unaware that they may have an entitlement to DVA Non-Liability Health Care. 

Gary’s friend added: It appears that I have mis-lead the masses. There are caveats to the NLHC in relation to cancer and I have attached the DVA Fact Sheet to this email. 

DVA Factsheet HSV109 - Non-Liability Health Care

Purpose This Factsheet is about Non-Liability Health Care treatment available to current and former members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF), including who is eligible and how to apply to access treatment.

What is Non-Liability Health Care?

Non-Liability Health Care (NLHC) allows current and former ADF personnel, depending on their eligibility, to receive treatment for the following conditions:

· Cancer (Malignant Neoplasm)

· Pulmonary Tuberculosis; and

· any Mental Health Condition.

There is no need to establish that these conditions were caused by your military service.

Who is eligible? All current and former members of the ADF with at least one day of continuous full-time service (CFTS) are eligible for treatment of any mental health condition. This includes Reservists who have rendered any period of CFTS and national servicemen.

In addition, from 1st July 2018 Reservists without continuous full-time service may be eligible for mental health treatment under NLHC if they rendered Reserve Service Days with:

· Disaster Relief Service (e.g. Operation Vic Fire Assist)

· Border Protection Service (e.g. Operation RESOLUTE); or

· involvement in a serious service-related training incident.

In the case of a serious accident, this means an accident which occurred during a training exercise undertaken by Defence in which a member of the ADF dies or sustained a serious injury.  The person would have needed immediate treatment as an inpatient in a hospital.  Examples of serious injuries are:

· an injury that results in, or is likely to result in the loss of an eye, or total or partial loss of vision

· a burn requiring intensive care or critical care

· a spinal injury

· deep or extensive cuts that cause muscle damage, tendon damage, or permanent impairment; or

· an injury that requires the amputation of a body part.

NLHC treatment of Cancer (Malignant Neoplasm) and Pulmonary Tuberculosis is available to those with the following types of service:

· eligible war service under the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA)

· operational service under the VEA

· warlike and non-warlike service under the VEA or the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA)

· peacekeeping service

· hazardous service

· British Nuclear Test defence service as defined in the VEA

· CFTS, for those who completed an unbroken period of three years CFTS (full-time service in the regular ADF)between 7 December 1972 and 6 April 1994

· CFTS, for those who were engaged to serve not less than 3 years CFTS (full-time service in the regular ADF)between 7 December 1972 and 6 April 1994, but discharged on the grounds of invalidity or physical or mental incapacity to perform duties before completing three years; or

· National Service, for National Servicemen who were serving on 6 December 1972 and completed their contracted period of National Service on or after 7 December 1972.

How do I apply?

There is no need to lodge an application form for NLHC for your mental health condition.  You can email your request for NLHC for any mental health condition to NLHC@dva.gov.au, or apply over the phone by calling DVA on the General Enquiries numbers listed at the end of this Factsheet.  We now provide an alternate online option through MyService portal. MyService has been designed to support you managing your DVA claims and services with ease, and through this channel you can:

· apply for free mental health treatment

· access support for a service-related condition

· access your digital DVA health card

· track the status of your claims

· view your accepted conditions/s

· update your personal profile

· access MyAccount, and more.

To register for MyService got to https://www.dva.gov.au/myservice to sign in you will need to link your current myGov account with MyService. For help using MyService, please contact 1800 555 254.

Alternatively, you can complete form D9213 Application for Health Care for a Mental Health Condition, if you wish to do so.  You may need to provide proof of identity, and your service records will be examined to check your service eligibility.

If you automatically received a DVA Health Card - Specific Conditions (White Card) after transitioning from the ADF, you are eligible to receive NLHC mental health treatment immediately.  There is no need to apply for mental health treatment if you have received a White Card for this reason.  Contact DVA if you have any questions about your treatment eligibilities.

For mental health conditions, a diagnosis is not required.

To access NLHC treatment arrangements for cancer or pulmonary tuberculosis, you need to fill out application form D9215 Application for Health Care for Cancer (Malignant Neoplasm) and Tuberculosis and return it to DVA using the directions provided on the form.

For cancer and pulmonary tuberculosis, a diagnosis by an appropriately qualified health professional is also required as part of the application process. A diagnosis of cancer (malignant neoplasm) or pulmonary tuberculosis can be made by your treating medical practitioner.

What treatment is covered?

A range of treatment is available depending on the accepted condition.  These could include treatment from a general practitioner, medical specialist, psychologist, social worker, occupational therapist, psychiatrist, hospital services, specialist PTSD programs, pharmaceuticals, or oncologist services as required to treat the condition.

If you are found to be eligible you will be issued with a White Card. If you already have a White Card for an accepted condition, you can use the same card treatment for all mental health conditions once you have contacted the Department to apply for NLHC.  If you already have a White Card issued to you for NLHC after transitioning from the ADF, you can access mental health treatment immediately.

Treatment can be accessed under the NLHC arrangements anywhere within Australia, but not overseas.

How will this affect my compensation claims?

NLHC entitlements are entirely separate to the process of claiming compensation. Compensation for accepted conditions is paid on the basis that the condition is related to your service. NLHC treatment is provided regardless of the cause of your condition. This means that if you claim compensation for a condition for which you are also eligible to receive treatment under NLHC and the compensation claim is not accepted, you may continue to be eligible for NLHC.

More Information Non-Liability Health Care 
Email: NLHC@dva.gov.au 

Website: www.dva.gov.au/nlhc

DVA General Enquiries - Immediate assistance

Immediate assistance can also be provided by Open Arms - Veterans & Families Counselling, which provides a free and confidential 24-hour counselling service for eligible veterans and their families on 1800 011 046

Phone: 1800 555 254 Calls from mobile phones and pay phones may incur additional charges.
Email: GeneralEnquiries@dva.gov.au DVA Website: www.dva.gov.au 

Factsheet Website: www.dva.gov.au/factsheets
Related Factsheets
HSV61 DVA Health Card - Specific Conditions (White)
HSV99 Mental Health Support
Related Forms
D9213 Application for Health Care for a Mental Health Condition
D9215 Application for Health Care for Cancer (Malignant Neoplasm) and Tuberculosis
TRAVEL Di Sabben (Where2/travel)
Dear Fellow Travelers, I trust this finds you well.

I’ve taken the liberty of attaching details of a cruise holiday which I think you might enjoy.

                              Mat McLachlan’s WW2 HISTORY CRUISE 

          26 AUGUST 2020 BRISBANE/BRISBANE ON P&O PACIFIC DAWN. 10 NIGHTS

                            Exploring Papua New Guinea and Trobriand Islands.

There is a fine lineup of Historians who will be lecturing on this journey, Karl James (A.W.M Canberra), David Howell, (Shrine of Remembrance Melbourne), and Gary McKay a Vietnam Veteran/Historian.

Additionally, Mat McLachlan, a well-known Historian on all areas of Australia’s involvement in WW1 and WW2, Vietnam, Pacific etc , will be hosting the cruise.

If the stars align at the time David and I also hope to be on board. I was a passenger on a similar cruise some years ago on a Coral Sea anniversary, and I can say it is a very comfortable, and most enjoyable way of learning more of our efforts during WW2 in this area. A wonderful opportunity to spend 10 nights

amongst passengers with a similar Interest, reliving the history. 

You might get together a group of friends? There will be workshops, shore excursions and seminar discussions. Cabins are limited to 200, so please contact me if I can assist you in any way, or if I can make a booking for you! 0412 278888 or 03 97878888.

EMAILS TO THE EDITOR (Neil Leckie, 3/68)
From:
Jim Benton (1/69)
Date: 3 July 2019
 Subject: Ross McKeand and Scheyville Days
Dear Di, please accept my condolences regarding the loss of Ross. Ross and I were fellow class men in the 1/69 intake at Scheyville and we also met briefly when serving in Vietnam in 1970.  
Ross was a valued and clever member of the 1/69 intake. One particular occasion that has always remained with me is:
We had just completed a long exercise in the bush and returned to Scheyville during the morning. We had the morning to clean ourselves, weapons and gear. Our first parade after lunch was a drill lesson. At the commencement of the lesson we received the order to ‘Open Order March” and ‘Fix Bayonets’. Ross was next to me and out of the corner of my eye I saw his untouched yellow rusty bayonet. The Drill Instructor saw it too, he carried out his inspection down the ranks and when in front of Ross exclaimed very loudly ‘CHRIST McKEAND’ -  to which Ross quietly responded ‘You may call me Jesus!‘ 
This ‘buckled’ the platoon and the ’Drilly’. This was Ross at Scheyville - a good man to have in the platoon!

From:
Peter Hateley (2/71)
Date: 30 April 2019
 Subject: Vietnam Movie By Frank Corcoran
A friend of Peter’s sent the link and stated: “This was taken by Frank Corcoran, an old work colleague, who filmed it while in Vietnam 1968/69 having been conscripted during the Vietnam War. He later did the "voice over" at the request of the Australian War Memorial. I think it's a brilliant piece of recent history and well worth taking the time to watch.

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1194829 Note: there is some seconds of black film at the start.
104 Field Battery Forward Observer party and W Company 4 RAR ANZAC Battalion 1968-1969 
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From: Dick Whitaker (1/69) 
Date: 3 July 2019
Subject: David Sabben Talks
During early July Dave Sabben (1/65) stayed with Dick Whitaker (1/69) at Terrigal and appeared as a Guest Speaker in several events around the Central Coast including an event at RAAF Williamtown where Dave spoke on Training and Leadership. Long Tan and OTU Scheyville were central themes in these talks.A social evening was conducted on Tuesday 2nd July attended by several friends and neighbours where Dave was guest of honour. The image shows - from left to right - Dick Whitaker (1/69), Dave Sabben (1/65) and Mike Tabone (1/68), the latter who lives at the same housing complex as Dick in Terrigal. 
Q STORE (Order through the Website) Stock as at 19 July 2019 Peter Don (3/69)
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	2013 National Reunion Badges
	59
	$5 incl P&H

	Lapel Badges
	33
	$4 incl P&H

	The Scheyville Experience Book
	24
	$25 plus $5 P&H

	1993 Reunion Video VHS
	1
	$10 incl P&H

	2003 Reunion DVD
	6
	$10 incl P&H

	The Scheyville Experience - VHS
	1
	$10 incl P&H

	The Scheyville Experience   DVD
	3
	$10 incl P&H

	National Service Officer   DVD
	3
	$10 incl P&H

	Window Stickers
	56
	$2 plus $2 P&H for 5

	Ties
	19
	$25 plus $5 P&H


STATE CHAPTER ACTIVITIES & CONTACTS:

Queensland:    Geoff Daly (4/70)    


0403 171 478 


  seagull@bigpond.com 

Back-up: Melanie Griffin (Mick Hart's secretary)
             mgriffin@clearyhoare.com.au
07 3230 5253 or Mick Hart
                                                     mhart@clearyhoare.com.au
Monthly Luncheons: 2nd Thursday of the month

NSW: 

Gary McKay (2/68) 


0411 574 019

     garymckay@bigpond.com 
Monthly Luncheons 3rd Wednesday of the month
ACT:

Les Boag (4/68)


0418 210 348 



les@boag.biz 
Monthly Lunches Bruce Selleck (2/70) 0407 163 108 
     bselleck@bigpond.net.au 
SA:
Gary Vial (3/69)


0414 762 525

       garyvial@ctmc.com.au
Advised through SA Contact List

Tasmania:
Dennis Townsend (2/70)

0419 313 855


det47@y7mail.com



Ray Williams (2/71)


0447 006 034                 adaptbm@bigpond.net.au
Quarterly lunches advertised by email

Victoria: 
Frank Miller



0401 140 762
 
  millerfw@netspace.net.au


Bernie Gleeson


0414 702 905
          berjulgleeson@bigpond.com


Monthly Lunches, 2nd Wednesday  
Brian Cooper



0418 373 874                      bctcooper@gmail.com


Annual Dinner 2019 will be 11 October at William Angliss.

WA: 
David Ward (2/66) WA Chapter Chairman/Hon Treas 0417 927 146 david.ward@taxhut.com.au
Frank LeFaucheur (1/71) Lunch Co-ordinator  08 9246 2666      
           lefauche@iinet.net.au
Jay McDaniell (3/69):



   0438 959 050 
 mcdaniell@ozemail.com.au 

Quarterly lunches on the first Friday of the month of February, May, August and November at 

The Sorrento, 158 James Street, Northbridge. Parade time is 1300 hr.  Warning-in is required with bookings to be confirmed CofB on the Wednesday before via email to Frank LeFaucheur. 
OTU ASSOCIATION   
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2019/20 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Website: www.otu.asn.au  

	INVOICE

ABN 26 390 124 006
	Please return by 31 July 2019
Cheques payable to OTU Association 

	MAIL TO:    Treasurer 
                  OTU Association 

                  PO Box 540 

                  BLACK ROCK VIC 3193

CONTACT: (03) 9533 1810

                   rayelder45@gmail.com
	Annual Subscription

July 2019 to June 2020
Donation to Youth Leadership Development

Total Cheque/Cash Enclosed

(For Direct Debit payment see below and please remember to update our database or return this form so that your contact details can be confirmed)
	$50.00

$_______

$_______

	MEMBERSHIP DETAILS UPDATE

	Personal Details:
	I Have Retired   Yes / No

	Title/Rank: 
	Work Details (If Applicable): 

	First Names: 
	Position:

	Last Name:
	Organisation:

	Wife/Partner: 
	Industry: 

	Address:   
	Address: 

	Town/Suburb:
	Town/Suburb: 
	Postcode:

	State:  
	Postcode:  
	Work Phone: 

	Home Phone:
	Work Fax:  

	Personal Mobile:  
	Work Mobile: 

	Personal Email:
	Work Email: 

	Personal Web Address:
	Work Website:

	Class:  
	Any Comments:

	Corps:  
	

	Regimental No: 
	

	Awards:  
	

	
	

	I am a new member: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am a continuing member: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I am no longer interested. 

Please delete me from the database: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	(Please Indicate)

	For Office Use:
	You will need to know the following information to pay your Membership using Direct Debit: Bank – National, BSB – 083 298,  Account No. 56-687-0611, Reference – Surname and/or Regt No.


Membership Drive

Please list details below of those who shared the Scheyville experience who you think may not be current members of the OTU Association.  We will check against current membership lists and follow up non-members.

	
	NAME
	CLASS
	ADDRESS
	EMAIL
	PHONE NO

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
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THE BACK PAGE
Above: Peter Thomas’ ‘Gordon Sharp Memorial Award’.
Right: Seven of the nine members on Mick Reynolds 13/68 RW Course at Amberley that graduated in August 1968. Alan Jellie was “Killed in Action” in Vietnam. 
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The Sandhurst Military Skills Competition[ is a military skills competition at West Point that first began in 1967 with the presentation of a British officer's sword to the United States Corps of Cadets by the British Exchange Officer. 
Besides the 36 squads from each of the West Point companies, visiting service academy teams include the Naval, Air Force and Coast Guard Academies, Britain's Royal Military Academy Sandhurst teams "Red" and "Blue", Australia's Royal Military College Duntroon, Canada's Royal Military College , the National Military Academy of Afghanistan, and the Chilean Military School. 
From the Gallery: 
Class 3/68 and 4/68 members have identified the group in this photo on the 4/68 Gallery on the Website as David Allan (3/68), Chris Gunn, Richard Hawley and Peter Webb (4/68), Richard Bennett (3/68) Greg NomChong (4/68), Brian Hobson (3/68) OCdt Devries, David Maiden and Les Boag (4/68) – A Robert Evans (3/68) Photo.
Does anyone remember OCdt Devries first name?

There are hundreds of photos on the Gallery that need names. Log on to the Website, look at photos in your class and leave a comment!
PAGE  
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